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The Franciscan 

The Ven Michelle Pilet 

Dearly Beloved Franciscans 

 Ann Voskamp (Canadian 

author and blogger), writes : 

“I don’t want a Christmas you 

can buy. 

I don’t want a Christmas you 

can make. 

What I want is a Christmas you 

can hold. 

A Christmas that holds me, 

remakes me, revives me. 

I want a Christmas that 

whispers Jesus.” 

 What a tender reminder these 

words are of a Christmas that 

holds the warm fleshiness of our 

humanity. A gentle respect for 

the frail vulnerability of our 

easily bruised psyches and 

hearts. 

Could we be daring enough 

this Christmastide to tread 

lightly upon this world and upon 

all forms of life……to pause 

often, attentive to the possibility 

of wonder……to behold the 

hidden luminescence peeping at 

us in the everyday-ness of the 

mundane……and to breathe in 

the fresh gift of Emmanuel : 

Christ with us! 

 

 Love and hope 

Michelle 

 

 
Sunday, 4th December  After the 8:30 service: Advent Market including selling 

     Christmas cake ingredients 

Saturday 10 December  12:00 - Ordination of James Martin to the priesthood,   

     St Mary's Cathedral  

Sunday, 11th December  18:00 - Christmas Carol Service 

Friday, 23 December    Community Breakfast,  St Columba's Church 

Saturday 24th December Decorating of the Church 

17:00 - Crib Service for Children 

23:00 - Midnight Mass 

Sunday 25th December   08:30 Christmas Day Service 

The office will be closed from the 23rd of December  

to the 10th of January and there will be no midweek  

services during this time.  
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December 2022 

Frederich Buechner (11July 2026-15 August 2022) was an 

American priest, writer, theologian and philosopher. He lived a long, 

dedicated, fruitful  and faithful life. I only knew of him vaguely till 

recently when one of his sayings was drawn to my attention.   

This year we seem to have come back again and again to the hope 

our faith calls us to know even when things are really difficult and 

despair is not far off.    

Beuchner, in 10 words invites our lives to rest in a confident security 

in God that is central to our faith.  For surely “Resurrection means 

that the worst things is never the last thing”.  

During Advent, however, we are drawn back to the 

beginning of this: Christ incarnate who come to live as one 

of us. Jesus arrived as a vulnerable baby in humble 

circumstances bringing light love against all odds. I discover 

Beuchner has something to say about this too.   

These words hold a depth of faith and insight that I pray 

encourages us all this Advent as we wait, wonder and know 

God’s faithful promise of not just becoming but also 

remaining: then, now and into whatever may follow. 

You might like to spend some time with both of these 

quotes and consider what they mean to you as you seek to 

draw closer to God and draw others into your circle of care 

and prayer during this season. 

 

 
 

 
This year for All Souls day, we created a 

lovely Altar cloth with the names of our 

loved ones who have passed on.  This 

truly special gesture enables us to 

remember those who have passed and 

add to it each year. Thank you to all 

involved in making this work of art, 

especially Christine.  

 



 

4 

The Franciscan 

 
On Saturday 19 November the past and 

present members of Anglicare gathered at St 

George’s, Parktown with Bishop Steve to 

celebrate 40 years of ministry in the Diocese of 

Johannesburg.   

Anglicare is the Counselling body of the 

Anglican church started in 1982 by our then 

Bishop, Timothy Bavin. It is a ministry of 

listening to all who need to be heard regardless 

of race, religion, gender or any other division.   

Anglicare counsellors are trained and 

licensed as lay ministers to the Bishop.  It is a 

quiet, responsible and deeply respectful 

ministry that continues to grow and serve all 

who ask for our help.  

Our celebration was filled with soul, 

memories, an extraordinary cake (pictured to 

the left) and so much gratitude. We were 

blessed at St Francis with a host of Anglicare 

counsellors including Val Archer, Val Kuisis, 

Brigitte Walsh, Carole Ranger, Kerry Joughin,  

Amanda Van Ryneveld (retired), Michelle Pilet 

and Diana Lawrenson.    

Both Colleen Gordon and Terri Miller are 

also part of our ministry but on sabbatical 

while they grow and care for their young 

families. 
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December 2022 

The annual Pet Blessing Service is something many of us at St Francis look forward to, a time when we can 

bring our beloved pets to church for a blessing. On the 9th of October, St Francis held the service in the 

Courtyard, as opposed to garden where we usually host it, in the spirit of inviting people passing by, 

walking their dogs to join us. As always, it was a wonderful service enjoyed by all who attended, both 

furry and not. 

The Advent Quiet Morning took place on 26 November and 

offered people the chance to make space for the joy of God 

coming to live amongst us. 15 people gathered and enjoyed 

a sacred time of silence, prayer and soulful fellowship. 

 

 

 

What’s better than spending a morning in nature, 

admiring the beauty of God’s creation. On the 8th of 

October, Parishioners met at the Wilds to enjoy the peace 

nature brings and share in a meditation walk. 
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The Franciscan 

  

 

 

Diana gave thanks for Namanda who was recently 

confirmed at a separate service, being unable to attend 

the initial service with the other candidates because she 

attended a leadership camp. All the best on your 

journey growing with the Lord, Namanda, May he guide 

your footsteps today and forevermore. 

 
On Sunday 27 November, the 

congregation lifted their hands 

while Michelle prayed over 

Amanda Van Ryneveld, who 

recently celebrated her 90th 

Birthday. The congregation was 

then treated to cake and tea in 

the hall after the service in 

celebration of her birthday.  

Right: Amanda is pictured here 

with Eliyana Oliver, born the 13 

of September 2022 and the 

youngest member of our parish.  

 

The Clergy of St Francis are the 

fuel that keeps the fire of the 

congregation burning and 

without them, the Parish 

would not be the same.  To 

celebrate them and their efforts 

the Mothers Union made 

personalised candles for each 

accompanied by a delicious cake 

and tea after the service. 
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December 2022 

 

We wish Derek Pryor all the best as he 

starts the new adventure of life in the UK. 

Michelle prayed for God’s hand over his 

journey and new job.  

 

Thank you to everyone who donated 

shoeboxes filled with gifts for the children at 

the Johannesburg Children's Home, an 

initiative of Fabian and the youth. Our goal 

was to collect 64 boxes which we managed to 

achieve. The boxes were blessed at the Service 

on Sunday 27 November, where Michelle 

called the youth up as she blessed the boxes 

placed before the altar. We unfortunately 

won’t get to see the joy these boxes will bring 

these little kids, but we hope it makes their 

Christmas a little more special.  

Its been some years since we were able to take 

our traditional Patronal parish photo at the altar, 

making the occasion that much more special this 

year. On the 2nd of October, we celebrated our 

annual Patronal Festival, where we remember    

St Francis of Assisi, our Patron Saint. 
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The Franciscan 

Answers: 1. Rudolph, 2. December 3. Elves 4. Scrooge  5. Christmas   6. Stockings  7. Eggnog    8. Presents   9. Joy   10. Frosty 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


