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Dearly Beloved Franciscans 

The Passionate Troubadour, this is the title which 

Edward Hays (Catholic priest, contemplative, and au-

thor) conferred upon St Francis of Assisi.  It speaks of  

an intensity of aliveness and musicality which reach-

es into the hearts of people and can draw forth 

deepfelt emotions, not least of all great joy. When I 

had the privilege of accompanying a friend of mine 

on a Franciscan pilgrimage in Italy, in about 1992, I  

longed to purchase, as a momento,  a tiny, inexpen-

sive statue of St Francis.  It became important for me 

too that the expression on this dearly beloved saint’s 

face should be one of joyous delight, preferably with 

a smile on his lips or even outright laughter!  Despite 

seeking assiduously in many a shop over a number of  

towns, this was not to be.  A proliferation of St Fran-

cis statuettes were easily found, but all had an air of 

almost ponderous solemnity about them whether he 

had birds perched on his arms or a wolf walking be-

side him.   

What is it about us humans that we seem to have 

a need to weigh down holiness with an almost heavy 

reverence?  It’s not that I’m advocating superficial 

levity around our relationship with God, however, 

there often seems to be a lack of deep Christian joy 

as a natural expression of faith too.   Christian joy, as 

a fruit of the Spirit (Galations 5:22), is extraordinarily 

powerful and contagious because it is not dependent 
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on favourable, external circum-

stances in our lives. This form of 

joy is the soul’s response to be-

ing in faithful, loving, intimate 

relationship with our Lord Jesus 

no matter how difficult or chal-

lenging things around us may 

be. Not only St Francis of Assisi, 

but many other Saints also 

seem to have this innate bubble 

of joy not far beneath the sur-

face of their being just waiting 

to share itself in lightness of be-

ing and in the delight of pure 

joy.  This outburst of sheer joy-

ousness frequently (not exclu-

sively) appears to be triggered 

by wonder-filled glimpses of 

heaven all around us.  Anyone 

who is consistently immersed in 

the Divine becomes more aware 

of the sanctity of the material 

world of which we are a part, 

and in doing so their senses 

seem to take on a supernatural 

capacity to identify and relate 

with heaven on earth. Surely, 

this cannot but be a recipe for 

joy. 

In the film MISSION : JOY,  as 

the film begins, the audience 

hears the distinctive, un-

tramelled, infectious laughter of 

Archbishop Emeritus Desmond 

Tutu on the soundtrack. As the 

child of God so that the fullness 

of Life may be ours in our Lord 

Jesus.  

”Discovering more joy does 

not, I am sad to say, save us 

from the inevitability of hard-

ships and heartbreaks.  In fact, 

we may cry more easily, but we 

will laugh more easily too. Per-

haps we are just more alive.  Yet 

as we discover more joy, we can 

face suffering in a way that en-

nobles rather than embitters. 

We have hardship without be-

coming hard.  We have heart-

break without becoming bro-

ken.” (Archbishop Emeritus Des-

mond Tutu, THE BOOK OF JOY).  

“Spiritual joy arises from purity 

of the heart and perseverance in 

prayer” - St Francis of Assisi 

Love and joy-fullness 

Michelle                                                                

audience is drawn into this 

sound , it is almost impossible 

not to smile in response and 

somehow to be caught up in the 

possibility that maybe the world 

can be redeemed and that there 

is still beauty and goodness and 

hope to be found in 

it.   Repeatedly, throughout this 

film, we see a childlike inno-

cence and delight infiltrating and 

permeating even parts of both 

of His Holiness The Dalai Lama 

and Archbishop Emeritus Des-

mond Tutu’s most profound 

suffering.   “No,” this inner joy-

fulness is not their way of avoid-

ing facing the ugliness and 

suffering of the world. It is simp-

ly that those pains and tragedies 

are not all there is to life, and 

the ministry of the Holy Spirit 

constantly draws them and us to 

a far more immense and expan-

sive picture beyond only the 

negative and the horror.  

Holy joy is like a magnet; it is 

incredibly attractive and playful-

ly draws us into a childlike inno-

cence which experiences the 

world through the ever-newness 

of Divine eyes and ears.  Look 

out for God’s fun side, be tickled 

in your spirit and experience the 

freedom to BE a well-beloved 

 
In July, St Francis was abundantly blessed with a generous monetary 

donation  from a family in our Parish. The family also made a donation 

to MES Children's’ Home which was burgled and vandalized.  A very big 

thank you to the family. May God bless you.  
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 Recently a young Franciscan 

priest, Dan Horan, visited South 

Africa to give a series of lectures.  

I was privileged to go on a 

retreat offered during this time.   

It was interesting to spend time 

with a young man who lives the 

Franciscan tradition and identity 

in our context.  Dan is familiar 

with all the tech and social media 

and that in one way seems very 

far away from St Francis in his 

prickly robe and bare feet. In 

another it makes the following 

of Francis a relevant, generous 

and open way to live our faith 

each day. 

While Dan said many things 

there are two I would like to 

share.  Firstly, St Francis was not 

a vegan or even vegetarian as 

many long to believe.   He ate 

whatever was offered to him 

and his companions as they 

travelled around or lived 

amongst the people of Assisi.   

Secondly, he probably didn’t 

write the Prayer of 

St Francis.  It is true, 

however, that the 

Rule he eventually 

did agreed to write 

for his followers 

most certainly 

underpins this 

prayer.   The Prayer 

of St Francis we 

know and love first 

appeared in France 

in 1912, then in Italy 

in 1916 and was only 

translated later into 

English and used in a 

book called “Living 

Courageously” by 

Kirby Page which 

was published 

between the two 

World Wars. While 

Page identifies the 

 
 

origin of the prayer as resting 

with Francis, he reflects that is it 

actually this prayer for peace 

that is at the heart of courageous 

Gospel living. 

The Prayer of St Francis has 

given people direction, courage, 

hope and a way forward over 

many years and will continue to 

do so.  It has inspired many of 

the hymns we will sing this 

month. Apart from the Lord’s 

Prayer, along with The Serenity 

Prayer, it is one of the best-

known prayers of time all 

offering inspiration to people 

who are both seeking to grow 

their faith as well as those who 

are longing to find it. 

In this month of St Francis, in 

which we celebrate our naming 

after probably the best known 

and loved saint, we also 

celebrate the essence of this 

prayer. It brings meaning to us 

and so many in a world that is 

desperate for consolation, 

understanding, generosity, 

forgiveness, love and joy.  

Perhaps consider reading it every 

day this month allowing its 

words to in God’s hands to 

become who you are and what 

you do. Hope and healing cannot 

help but follow. 
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If you would like find out more about Father Daniel Horan, please Google him. 

He is very active on YouTube in a most 21st century Franciscan way and had 

written numerous books. I have just finished Dating God – it’s refreshing and 

insightful.  

 
We are blessed to have the valuable Skotnes 

prints for stations of the Cross in our church. A 

parishioner noticed moisture in one of the frames 

and raised the alarm. It was most fortunate to get 

them seen to as the one in particular was in a bad 

way. The wall behind the two frames was damp. This 

has since been fixed.  

Attached pictures show the mold on the backing 

of the one print and the wet glass. It needed a few 

days to dry out before they could reframe it. The 

other had moisture and mold on the backing but 

thankfully it was not through to the print.  

The framers suggested we get the rest of them 

waterproofed to protect them from moisture in the 

air (not necessarily from damp in the wall.) 

Thank you to our Parish Council members, James 

Ridley and Lesley-Ann Henderson, who are doing the 

ongoing work of removing the frames and taking 

them to the Framers for restoration and 

preservation. Two woodcuts have been reframed and 

waterproofed and are back at the church and the 

next two are being waterproofed.  

 

  
 

By the end of the year all woodcuts will be 

waterproofed.  
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Many of our Friday evening youth sessions 

start around the table with some popcorn and 

drinks. In such moments, I often remind the youth 

that we are  blessed to be in each others presence 

(otherwise called the"sacred now"); we are 

blessed to have the opportunity meet, share, eat 

and laugh with each other.  

I urge them to never take it for granted. I  like 

the analogy that Jesus also met around a table 

with friends to share a meal. This meal is still 

celebrated through the Eucharist today. 

There is something deeply moving about being 

a loving community. If anything is to be made of  

our youth being together, may it be an 

opportunity to grow in fellowship with each 

person deepening the conviction  that each 

person is precious, made in God's image.  

It is an opportunity to grow in love with justice. 

We cannot gather in the name of Jesus and not 

also speak of love and justice. These two ideals 

open up realities in our life  which allow us to 

wonder at the vast array of beauty, to laugh and 

play with joyous thanksgiving, to dream and 

imagine boundless life-giving possibilities, and to 

be connected to others in way that embraces 

equality and peace.  

There is something deeper going on when we 

gather as community. May our hearts forever be 

open to realise it and live it out.  

Fabian, Namanda and Laura visiting the Halocaust and 

Genocide center   

Youth stay awake  

 Trip to local restaurant 
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We are still in need of some more donations for 

the Christmas gift initiative. We thank those who 

have already committed to helping us put 

together 64 boxes for the children at the 

Johannesburg Children's Home (JCH). This centre 

provides a home to 64 young children of different 

races from ages between 3 and 18. The young 

people of St Francis have chosen to get involved 

with the centre by donating Christmas gifts in the 

form of a shoebox filled with goodies for each 

child at the centre. To achieve this target, the 

youth need the help of the whole community. We 

would appreciate any help or support in this 

project of gifting 64 young people with Christmas 

gifts. The list of gifts and names/ages of the 

children will be provided to Pastor Fabian.  Some 

of the items we still require include: 

• Pair of flip-flops (size will be allocated to you) 

• Any T-Shirt (size will be allocated to you) 

• Any extra gift suited for the child's age (age/

gender will be allocated to you). Could be a 

toy, watch, earrings, hat, journal pad, etc.  

Please contact Fabian for any further information.  

The Johannesburg Children's Home Website: 

https://www.jch.org.za/  

 

On 1 September Marc left South Africa to 

begin his new life in Perth, Western Australia. 

Marc received a full  scholarship from Curtin 

University as a candidate for a Doctor of 

Philosophy in Chemical and Metallurgical 

Engineering. We wish Marc all the best as he 

adapts to his new environment.  
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On the 28th of August 2022, the parish 

hosted a baby shower in honour of our 

youth Pastor Fabian and his wife 

Lazanne in preparation for their new 

bundle of joy. The church collected 

funds toward a gift for the couple and 

many of the parishioners brought gifts 

which they opened after the service.  

With the funds collected the couple 

purchased a cot and compactum to 

complete their nursery.  

 

Thank you to all who contributed to this 

special occasion for Fabian and Lazanne.  

 

 
A warm welcome to the newest member of the 

Parish, Eliyana Vanessa Andrea Oliver. A healthy 

Eliyana was born on 13 September 2022 weighing 

3.2 kgs.  The Hebrew meaning of her translates to 

“God has answered my prayer”. We wish Fabian 

and Lazanne all the best on their new journey as 

parents and we cannot wait to meet your sweet 

little baby girl.  
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Congrats to our latest confirmation 

candidates who were recently confirmed at St 

Catherines Church, Bramley on the 17th of 

September. Pictured to the left are  Jessica, 

Angus and Amani with Bishop Steve.  

Namanda, the fourth candidate was away 

during the confirmation and will be confirmed 

on the 8th of October.  

The Henderson twins, Marc and Adam, 

pictured below, were confirmed by Bishop 

Steve, on the 24th of July at St Francis church 

prior to Marc’s departure in Australia.  

 
The foundation stone of the St Francis 

Church (now the Ellis Herbert Hall) was 

laid on the 30th of Sept 1922. During the 

service on  Sunday, 25th September 

2022, the parish said a special prayer to 

celebrate this 100 year milestone. The 

stone pictured to the right was laid by 

Bishop Arthur Karney, 1st Bishop of 

Johannesburg. We give thanks to God for 

the first congregation who formed a faith 

community in this area and built the first 

church .  
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“’n Boer maak ‘n plan” still seems to hold true 
for us in South Africa.  When our country’s 

leadership and municipal services fail us, there is 
often someone who will creatively step in and 
display wonderful, innovative interventions. 

Our “Parkviews” guests, in August 2022, are  

part of an initiative which show the best of who 
we are as people.  Captain Bronner and Monique 
Goosen (pictured to the right)  came and spoke to 

us about Fire Operations (Pty) Ltd (pictured 
below).  Many of us probably don’t know that the 
closest, fully functioning government Fire Station 

for Parkview is Edenvale!  This is a terrifying 
thought when we consider how alarmingly quickly 
a fire spreads. 

It would be easy to follow the common pattern 
of criticizing the government and not doing 
anything to rectify the situation ourselves.  

But this is certainly not true of  the Fire Chief 
Wynand Engelbrecht who was the Chief Fireman 
at the Sandton Fire Station. He along with a few 
other trained firemen started their own privately 

owned Fire Operations business. They have to 
date expended to seven venues around 
Johannesburg.   

Their response time is remarkable as is their 
service delivery. Not only do they specialize in 
structural firefighting and operations, but they will 

also sort out and manage the paperwork and 
payouts with your household insurer. 

The membership fees for an ordinary 
household are just over R900/year.  For further 

information contact Monique on 064 063 1252 or 
monique@fureiossa.co.za. (fireopssa) 

This seems a worthwhile and important 

investment in anyone’s safety and wellbeing.   
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We remember those who have left a void 
in the lives of their loved ones. Eunice 
Botha, Cynthia’s mom, who attended St 

Francis before she fell ill, will be 
remembered for her kind soul and warm 
smile.  
 

We also remember Ian Keogan, partner 
and companion to John Ridler, who passed 

away on the 3rd of September 2022.  
 

We keep the families who morn Eunice 

and Ian in prayer.  May their souls  rest in 
peace.  

 

 
Many thanks to  Mothers Union of Region 1 and 11 

for the generous gifts given to St Francis Church on 

Sunday, 25 September 2022. This was a very 

practical gesture for which the Parish is deeply 

grateful. The candles, wafers and wine will go a 

long way in the celebration of the Eucharist every 

Sunday.  



 

12 

The Franciscan 

 

 

cantankerous 1960s Series III Land Rover in the Waterberg. 

 

 

Ah, motivation can be such a defining element. Certainly I 

was pushing for ‘success’, whatever that may mean in 

contemporary society. However my motivation now is to 

do the best I can. In my secular paving company I give the 

best advice and suggestions I can, and the business 

follows. In faith I do my best to hear God, and to be in in 

relationship with God. And I work on the precept of God 

present in all Creation – and, more importantly, God within 

ourselves, our soul, for we are created in God’s image. 

 

 

As I said in the introductory email, I have a Dip. Hotel 

Management and an MBA (with Bachelors in Theology to 

follow at the end of this year). I worked in and managed 

some premium hotels in South Africa, and was then a 

share-holder in a company providing IT infrastructure to 

the industry. The company I now run provides specialised 

paving services; it is not glamorous, but is solid honest 

work and I am glad to keep twenty five or so people 

employed. I am also grateful for our reputation in the 

market, which is due to the teams I have. And this business 

gives me some flexibility to follow what is God’s call in 

ordination. Part of  my journey has been in the spirituality 

of labyrinths, which is how I first met Ven. Michelle when 

building a labyrinth at St Martin’s, and subsequently also at 

the St Benedict’s Retreat. 

 

For this edition of Getting to Know, 

we speak to James Martin, the new 

Deacon at St Francis who recently 

joined the Parish.  

 

 
Two sentences, wow! 

I remain stunned with surprise, and 

blessed, to be where I am in spite of 

(or perhaps because of) challenges 

faced. My basic outlook, certainly as 

Deacon, is to offer and experience God 

and faith through my service and 

Scripture. 

 

 
Jacqui and I have been married for five 

years. The children are widespread … 

daughter commencing her Masters in 

Copenhagen, two boys at Stellenbosch 

studying Mechatronics and Computer 

Science, and another in Grade 11.  

 

 

So I drove ambulances for the St John’s 

Medical Services as a youngster! Now, 

I relish working on a rather 
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The Wardens and Council of St Francis 

thank those who have committed to support 
the church through their dedicated giving. If 
you have not already done so, we to appeal 
to you to pray about your contribution and 

commit to dedicated giving.  
We have been sustained and emerged 

from difficult times through the generosity 

of congregants past and present who have 
and continue to give of their time, their 
talents and their money to serve the needs 

of the church and its parishioners. It does 
not, however, happen by accident; it is the 
conscious effort of many people to pledge 

and to give generously to ensure that St 
Francis keeps its doors open and is available 
to all. 

Dedicated giving helps us to run in -
person and online services, to have art and 
knitting groups, to have a youth group and 

related activities and a Sunday School, to 
have an eco-group that tends the 
environment in our parish and beyond, to 
have a dedicated social concerns group that 

feeds the poor and provides showers for the 
homeless, and to minister to those in our 
parish and beyond who need our help, 

including the sick, the anxious and suffering, 
the poor and needy and the bereaved. 

Without Dedicated Giving income, St 

Francis would not be sustainable and cease 
to exist and the ministry emanating from St 
Francis into the wider community in your 

name would be reduced or lost. 
The graph below shows the dedicated 

giving received this year compared to the 

budget. Clearly, our actual income is below 
what we need to sustain the Church so we 
appeal to you consider what you can give 
and if you can help close the shortfall.  

 

 
Please pray about 
your Dedicated 
Giving contribution 

to St Francis, and 
through it the wider 
community, and give 
generously.  

Bless you and thank 
you  

Scan the barcode to the right to  get more information on how you can become a 

dedicated giving member of the church . 



 

14 

The Franciscan 

 

marriages.  This had the 

tendency to become a very hot  

and divisive issue.  The bishop 

said  that “many lively informal 

discussions took place before 

the plenary  “which lead him to 

wonder “if we would remain 

together as a Lambeth 

Conference, but I proceeded 

with deep faith in my Lord, in 

Jesus Christ, and the movement 

of the Holy Spirit and my 

commitment to the three pillars 

of Anglicanism: Scripture, 

Reason and Tradition”. 

While there were 

representatives from around 

the world - there was sadly also 

many bishops absent.  Their 

reason was that they did not 

want to be in the same space as 

gay bishops.  Bishop Steve 

noted that there are gay 

bishops throughout the 

Anglican Communion and that 

they were welcomed at the 

Lambeth Conference. It is 

important to note that the 

discussions at Lambeth do not 

 

In his pastoral letter to the 

diocese on his return from the 

Lambeth Conference, Bishop 

Steve reflects on the experience 

and shares some very 

interesting insights on the 

Conference.  The Lambeth 

Conference was held in 

Canterbury and was convened 

by the Archbishop of 

Canterbury, the Most Revd 

Justin Welby. It was attended by 

several hundred bishops and 

their spouses, support staff and 

guests.  The bishop noted that 

the conference planning was 

outstanding, from the worship 

to the programs arranged for 

the bishops and the spouses. 

The unity reflected in the  

worship services was 

unfortunately not always 

present when it came to some 

of the discussions and notably 

the discussions around matters 

of human sexuality and in 

particular the recognition and 

sanctification of same sex 

result in decisions that are 

binding on Provinces and 

dioceses - and Lambeth moved 

away from the suggestion that 

decisions taken had the strength 

of legislation.  Matters which 

were agreed to were cast as 

“Calls”.  Dioceses and Provinces 

were given the freedom to make 

their own choices, not least in 

the realm of Human Dignity. 

The matter of human sexuality 

as represented in the Call on 

Human Dignity is covered in a 

document found on the Lambeth 

Conference website 

(www.lambethconference.org)   

Bishop Steve shares in length 

on the value of the bible study 

groups in which he became by 

default, one of the facilitators.  

The members of these bible 

study groups were from around 

the Anglican Communion and the 

discussions were lively and 

enabled each one to gain an 

understanding of the various 

positions held on the different 

issues discussed at the 

http://www.lambethconference.org
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Conference.  Each person was 

challenged to improve their 

listening skills and to open their 

minds to the realities of the 

communities in which they 

ministered.  They had to all be 

sensitive to the other and had 

to come to a new 

understanding of the deep 

challenges the different 

communities faced.  Reflecting 

on our Province of Southern 

Africa, Bishop Steve said this 

made him aware of the deep 

differences in our societies 

which we face day by day,  the 

gender-based violence, the high 

rate of crimes, the hatred 

metered out to those from 

other African countries and 

  

   

Eco Walk in the Wilds Pet Blessing Service Clergy Appreciation 

Sunday 

overseas.   He quotes Justin 

Welby saying “today there is so 

much intolerance of views that 

are other than our own as we 

demonize those we do not agree 

with”.  How true is this for us in 

South Africa?  

The bishop quotes a Setswana 

saying which states “if there is 

disagreement in a family, it is 

good reason to stay together 

and work things out”.  The warm 

atmosphere of Lambeth, 

particularly during the worship, 

he felt, showed that this was 

possible.   He tells the sad story 

shared of a Kenyan youth worker 

who was doing very good work 

until they discovered that she 

was a lesbian and was fired.  On 

reflection the church was the 

poorer for this decision and it 

was a waste of a God-given 

talent. 

The bishop concludes by 

asking all of us to embrace our 

diversity and with great energy 

work towards the realization of 

the human dignity of all – “for 

that is what our Saviour was 

prepared to die the most 

undignigied of deaths so that we 

and all fellow human beings, 

each made in the image of God, 

may have such human dignity in 

its full abundance”. 

The full text of the  Pastoral 

letter can be found on the St 

Francis website..  
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On the 3 September 2022, the  St Francis Parish building and its surroundings were the subject of some 

very talented artists from, Urban Sketches, who chose to focus on the beauty of different angles of the 

building. As seen in the images depicted in the spread, the artists used this as an opportunity to  

showcase how one building can be portrayed in many different ways. 
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Peanut butter sandwiches 

In the hall after the Sunday 

Service. All is welcome to 

join this ongoing ministry.  

 
On Sunday 25th September, 

after the service a special tea 

was held in the hall to celebrate 

the 100 year milestone of laying 

the foundation stone. There was 

also a variety of books availible 

for those who liked a book from 

the Gail Richardson Collection.  

 
Fabian and Dirkie hosted an 

evening service on Friday 9 

September where they invited 

parishioners to enjoy in an hour 

of praise and worship.  
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To celebrate the Season of 

Creation in September, flowers 

was placed around the pulpit 

with a short description of the 

plant.   

 
  

On the 13 August the Church 

hosted a day in prayer for South 

Africa. Below is an excerpt from 

the prayer Melissa Malgas said. 

Thank you to all who supported 

and shared in this special service 

with us.  

Heavenly Father, God 

almighty today we set aside 

some special time to come 

before you creator father and 

praise your name. “Lord I thank 

you for the beauty of  our Earth, 

your creative passion. We see 

your beauty in the 

enchantment of a firefly’s 

dance, the music of water, the 

gossamer mist on an alpine 

trial, or the celestial bodies 

glittering on a velvet sky” – 

Stasi Eldredge : You are 

Captivating. 

Today Lord I bring to you the 

suffering of our country. The 

inefficiencies of our 

government causing lack of 

food for the poor, 

increased cost of 

energy causing 

hardship on the 

companies who so 

heavily rely on these 

resources, but most 

importantly Lord I 

bring to you the issue 

of Violence against 

Women. Women who 

are abused, raped and 

killed every day. 

Specifically, Lord, I 

pray for the 8 women 

who were raped in 

Krugersdorp in August. Lord, I lift 

them up to you for healing both 

physically and emotionally, and I 

ask that you keep them and their 

families in the palm of your 

hands. Give them your comfort 

oh Lord.  

Father when I see the 

suffering and injustice in the 

world, I pray that people will not 

distrust or blame You. I pray that 

they understand that it is You 

who brings justice and 

restoration to an unjust world.  

It is you Lord, the Prince of 

Peace to whom we should lift up 

our hands in worship, because 

You alone are our God who 

brings ever lasting life. The Alpha 

and Omega! 

And so today Lord we come 

before you humbly, as your 

children and we pray above all, 

to help us to love one another. 

This is the surest way of sharing 

your good news. Because it is 

through my attitude and lifestyle 

– in random acts of kindness to a 

stranger that your love will be 

shared and experienced by all.  

We love you Lord God our 

Heavenly Father,  

In Jesus Christ Sake,  

Amen.  

Our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the 
Earth! You have set your glory in the heavens. 
Psalm 8:1 
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The Franciscan 

Below is an excerpt from the prayer Janet Magner 

shared on the day in prayer for South Africa hosted 

by the Church.  

 

 

“To guide the prayer, I am using the letters 

from the word “Africa” to give meaningful 

topics for prayer.  I will start each letter with a 

word and then expand on that word as it 

applies to South Africa.  I will end with “Lord in 

your Mercy” and then a short period of quiet 

for you to ponder further with you own 

thoughts and prayer.” 

All. -  of Africa which includes our 

neighbours who share a border with us 

and those further North of us sharing with 

us this continent of Africa. They have the 

similar problems so as we pray, we will 

give some thought to the continent of 

Africa. 

Lord in your Mercy  

Freedom.  We have so much freedom in 

SA.  We have freedom of speech, freedom 

of religion, freedom of all to vote.  These 

are rights that we must not take granted, 

we must treasure what we have and we 

pray Lord that we accept the responsibility 

that goes with these rights that we use 

them responsibly and positively to 

strengthen our nation.  

Lord in your Mercy 

Rich diversity of our land.  We pray for 

the biodiversity of environment and for 

our natural  resources, our flora and fauna.  

We pray for the cessation of the pollution 

of our natural resources – our land, our 

water, and our air.  We pray Lord that we 

 
will use these precious resources sparingly 

and look for ways to reduce the spoiling of our 

environment 

Respect:  We live in a land of plenty, and we 

pray that we respect our environment, 

respect other people, and respect the 

different cultures and religions. 

Lord in your Mercy 

Industry:  Industry underpins our economy.  

We pray that our industries small and large 

will grow and our people will be able to feed 

their families, educate their children, have 

safe dwellings.  That our people will be able 

to live with dignity safe in the knowledge that 

they have the means to protect themselves, 

their children and the elderly. 

Lord in your Mercy   

Crime:  We pray for a decrease the crime and 

we pray for those who are in law-

enforcement where they expose themselves 

daily to life-threatening situations.   

Corruption: Lord, we pray that those who 

indulge in corruption will cease to use their 

positions and influence to take what is not 

theirs.  We pray for the courage and safety of 

‘informers’ and ‘whistle blowers’ who are 

trying to have a voice when corruption is 

identified. 

Lord in your Mercy  

Agriculture.  We pray for the farmers and that 

our crops will be abundant so that we can use 

our land to feed our people. We have an 

abundance of arable land, and we pray that it 

will be used wisely to the benefit of all our 

people.   

Lord in your mercy  

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 


