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It is with great joy that the Rector, Church Council, the 

Parish Wardens and the Clergy of St Francis, wish each 

one of you, your families and loved ones a very 

blessed Easter. We have journeyed this unusual year 

of COVID-19 together and with God’s blessing we 

celebrate and worship this Easter together.   

We have prayed this collect during Lent which many 

have found meaningful and which we take with us as 

we journey through the months ahead:  

We come to you in brokenness to find healing, 

in weakness to find courage  

in penitence to find a new beginning,  

in uncertainty to find a next step  

in loneliness to find companionship,  

in longing to find our life’s work  

in Lent to find Easter,  

in the name and love of Christ.   

Amen 
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My dear Franciscans 

If there is one idea, one theme, 

in our Parish life that stands out 

for me over the past year, it is 

gratitude. According to my 

notes I preached on gratitude at 

least four times during the year, 

but it recurred often in my 

thinking and in our work 

together.  Over and over again 

we would pause together and 

be thankful – whether in 

services, Council meetings, staff 

meetings or simply in 

conversations.  And one text 

stands out in my mind is 

Colossians 3:17 - “And whatever 

you do, in word or deed, do 

everything in the name of the 

Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 

the Father through 

him” (Colossians 3:17). 

I remember sharing with you a 

comment from Eli Wiesel 

(holocaust survivor and leading 

Jewish thinker) from his book 

The Night - "When a person 

doesn't have gratitude, some-

thing is missing in his or her 

humanity. A person can almost 

be defined by his or her attitude 

toward gratitude."  

We have much to be grateful 

for as we look back to this time 

last year. So many parishes in 

the Diocese have been ravaged 

by the coronavirus epidemic 

and the lockdowns that were 

put in place to protect the 

health of the public. Some 

parishes have struggled to 

maintain a sense of community 

and belonging as they have not 

had the resources to keep in 

touch and communicate and 

share the common experiences 

which are the foundation of 

parish life and community. 

Many parishes have been 

wrecked financially.  The impact 

of the virus has been massive.   

We have much to be grateful 

for, for we as a Parish family are 

in particularly in good health 

having resources to deal with 

the lockdown which other 

communities have not had. But 

there is far more to it than that.   

We are in good health 

because we are a community of 

gratitude, and as St Paul makes 

clear (as does Eli Wiesel) 

gratitude, true gratitude, always 

leads to generosity.  We are in 

good health because we are a 

generous community.  Make no 

mistake, the financial impact of 

lockdown hit us as a 

community.  But the response 

of those who were able to, was 

an out pouring of generosity – 

generosity both to parishioners 

who were struggling via the St 

Francis Relief Fund, generosity 

to the homeless community 

with feeding, first at Zoo Lake 

and then in our garden, and 

generosity to the Diocese and 

other social outreach needs. It is 

this gratitude and generosity that 

makes us a healthy community.   

Last year in my Rector’s Report 

to Annual Vestry, I said 

something which I think bears 

repeating. 

“One of the great dangers that 

faces religious communities is 

that they can so easily be, and so 

often are, inwardly focussed, 

concerned almost exclusively 

with their own affairs with little 

concern for anything outside 

themselves.  I am struck by how 

outward looking, welcoming and 

generous we are as a 

community.  St Francis 

continually shows its compassion 

for the communities we serve 

and the environment in which 

we live.” 

This compassion and generosity 

has passed the pandemic test.  

And we are grateful. Thank you 

for being a wonderful, generous, 

and compassionate community. 

With my love 

Paul 
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During Lockdown my family has developed a 

passion for Bananagrams.  For those unfamiliar 

with this game, it is a word game in which you are 

given alphabet tiles to create your own 

interconnected words.  There are a few rules, but 

ultimately the one who finishes their tiles first with 

none to spare from the general pool is the winner.  

I have found it both exasperating and strangely 

soothing at the same time. 

When my daughter and I played this morning, 

the word rend found its way amongst mine.  I felt 

quite satisfied both for its unusualness (who uses 

the word rend in 

common language 

anymore?) but 

also because it is 

very much in 

keeping with the 

spirit of Lent and 

as we know, God 

is in all things! 

This verse from 

Joel is one we 

read most commonly on Ash Wednesday as it sets 

the tone and theme for Lent. The prophet is 

encouraging the Israelites then and us now to pay 

attention to the truth of our inner world rather 

than just paying lip service to external shows of 

repentance.  The invitation of Lent is to go deeper: 

to really look at ourselves and seek in God’s 

presence to repent, renew, relook and be 

retethered to what it is God asks of us and guides 

us towards. 

This is a remarkably difficult thing to do. We 

need those focused 40 days which are almost 

twice as long as the 21 it takes to break a habit.   

We also spend this time in solidarity with Jesus 

who began his ministry with that time in the 

desert and withstood those universal 

temptations of immediate gratification, material 

wealth and false identity and worship. 

I like that we do this as a way of preparation 

for the joy of Easter.   This year especially I felt so 

grateful for the rhythm of Lent.  It gave me and I 

hope us, a focus for both the change and 

complexity going on around us: the hardship of 

Corona and its impact but also our response to it. 

One of my very 

favourite moments 

in the Bible is in 

John when Jesus 

says to Mary 

Magdalene, 

“Woman, why are 

you crying?  Who is 

it you are looking 

for?” (20:14).  Her 

heart has been rent and in this vulnerable place 

of grief and lost identity, fear and uncertainty, 

comes Jesus to call her by her name (20:15).  

This Easter as you come to that tomb with the 

whirl of love and loss and all that it means to be a 

person of faith, may you believe in more.  May 

you believe in more hope, possibility and a future 

that holds love and light in a way that even when 

it is challenging, most especially when it is, holds 

the certainty of the risen Jesus saying your name. 

“Rend your heart and not your garments. Return to the LORD your God, for he is 

gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents 

from sending calamity.” (Joel 2:13) 
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As we made ash this year, the crosses came out 

of Lockdown made from a variety of different 

foliage and material used to mark Palm Sunday 

2020.  Our ash held our story – hope and faith in 

the midst of isolation and fear emerging a year 

later to mark the start of Lent 2021.  

We returned to church for the first time this year on 

Sat 13 Feb for a Quiet Morning in preparation for 

Lent.   We followed the theme of Healing and Hope 

reflecting on Mark 5 and the healing of Jairus’s 

daughter and that of the bleeding woman.  It was 

moving to be back in church and gather to focus on 

God’s word and end by celebrating the Eucharist 

together.  

The theme of Hope guided all the weekly Lenten 

meditations which followed.   

“God loves each of us as if there were only one 

of us” 

St Augustine 

Please be assured that the knitting group lost not 

one of their creations in the fire.  Instead, the fire 

lead to a review which in turn led to a good clean 

out.  Thank you to all who helped with this and 

washed the smoke infused baby clothes and balls 

of wool. 

Knitting continues with energy, love, laughter 

and great practical wisdom. Meetings occur in 

person at 10 am on Thursday mornings and all 

are welcome! 
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“When you know how much God is in love 

with you, then you can only live your life 

radiating that love.”  

-Mother Teresa  

When we see Jesus on the cross. When we see 

his bruised beaten body covered in blood. When 

we see his innocence poured out and nailed to the 

cross. What does it mean for us? It may reflect the 

many injustices of life that hurt and exploit the 

innocent. It may reflect the repercussions of our 

own sins and ignorance towards what is right. 

Finally, it may reveal the love of God in which Jesus 

suffers with and for us, so that we may live for him. 

Indeed, me must live for him!  

 

God’s love is for all (this is what we call grace). 

Once we realize God’s love for us, we respond with 

love: Love for God and for all creation. This is our 

mission. To love and be loved. The greatest 

commandment is to love God with all our heart, 

soul and mind, and to love our neighbor as we love 

ourselves (Matthew 22: 37-38).  Very often, 

Christians are seen bringing each other down as 

opposed to lifting each other up. We are at times, 

quick to judge, but slow to love. 

How will we end war, poverty, abuse, racism, 

broken families, and all forms of discrimination? 

The many ills in life have left so many depressed 

and feeling unworthy and unloved.  There are 

many solutions to such problems but without love 

we can do nothing (Corinthians 13). Love is the fuel 

that drives our Christian lives. Who will go and 

spread this love to all nations, especially to the 

‘unloved’?  

May this chorus be the prayer of our hearts: 

Help me to love with open arms, like You do 

A love that erases all the lines, and sees the 

truth 

Oh, that when they look in my eyes, they 

would see You  

Even in just a smile, they would feel God’s 

love 

-Brian & Jenn Johnson: For the One 

“Most of us were taught that God would 

love us if and when we change. In fact, God 

loves you so that you can change. It is the 

inherent experience of love that becomes 

the engine of change.” 

Richard Rohr  

I often come across people who feel distant from 

God. They feel that because they are not on track 

spiritually, and perhaps have stopped praying as 

frequently as before, or going to church as many 

times as others, that they are no longer close to or 

even loved by God. But that is not the case as the 

above quote teaches. 

God’s love for us is unchanging despite our 

state of being. God simply loves us where we are. 

We do not need to sign up for it or write an exam 

to apply for it.  We just need to realize it. Paul 

asserts that God loved us while we were at our 

worst (Romans 5:8) and more importantly, 

nothing (not our sins or fears, not even our 

wounds, sadness and brokenness) can separate us 

from the love of God (Romans 8:39). 

 

There are moments when my heart warms up 

as if the radiant heat of God’s love directly 

touches my heart: seeing my family together 

smiling and laughing; the birth of a new-born 

baby; communities praying together; the offering 

of peace during a holy church service. I am 

reminded of God’s love whenever I reflect on the 

lives of the saints or partake in the eucharist. 

There are similar glimpses of that love when I 

reflect on the hardships and love of a mother and 

father. There are even moments during worship, 

where I feel like my tears and brokenness come 

into contact with God’s tears of compassion and 

sympathy.    
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If anything, the lockdown has taught us that church is not a building but rather the people that fill it, and 

even though we cannot all physically be together in one place we can still worship and serve the Lord 

together in our own homes.   

Being a loving youth community teaches us the 

value of loving others and being loved in return. It 

teaches us the value of working with others and 

realizing that we are all equal in God’s loving 

compassion.  

As a community we gather to share our stories. 

Stories break down the walls that stereotypes have 

built. Stories give us history and connect us with 

people to allow empathy and sympathy to take 

over judgment and prejudice. Through stories, we 

can cry with those who cry, and laugh with those 

who laugh. Stories allow us to connect with the 

heart of others, understand our differences and 

finally unite as one people who desire the fullness 

of life (John 10: 10).   

So, this Easter, we celebrate our small and big 

communities of love. In the midst of all the bad 

things that have happened, we can rejoice that 

God is alive in Jesus Christ, and also, God is alive in 

us!  

 

‘For if God lives, so we shall live’ (Mercy 

Odoyoye). 

With all that has been 

going on globally with the 

Corona virus pandemic, 

most of our human 

interaction has been online. 

Youth at St Francis has been 

no exception. However, the 

importance of being 

together and being a 

community has remained 

deeply important.  

During one of our youth nights physically back 

at church, it felt heart-warming to see all the faces 

and celebrate being a community together. As 

Christians, there is a real sacredness to gather, 

laugh, smile, and play together. In truth, the 

Eucharist was just that: A gathering of friends to 

share and pray together.  

Above: Youth group smiling beneath the masks  

Above: Youth practicing social distancing 

conversations  
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Here are some tips to consider, where possible, to reduce our daily consumption of single use plastics. 

The second consideration is whether the plastic item can be reused and / or recycled. Lastly is to ensure 

the correct disposal.  

Tips for single use masks: 

 Change to reusable cloth masks 

 If single use have to be used, the following will ensure proper disposal: 

 Place used masks in a container and leave for 4 days (the virus dies in that time) 

 When disposing, cut the elastics so that it cannot be reused or get snagged. 

 Cut or fold the mask and dispose of with your general waste. 

 

 All of us are members of 

our ECO Congregation guided by 

the ECO Group.  Each month the 

ECO Group will circulate 

information on a specific ECO 

theme with ECO tips on how to 

live as environmentally 

conscious Christians. March’s 

focus was on the saving of our 

water resources. Some scary 

facts on water shows that by 

2025 (less than five years’ time), 

half of the world’s population 

will suffer because of a lack of 

safe drinking water. In South 

Africa our average water 

consumption is significantly 

higher than the global average, 

particularly in Gauteng.  

 The ECO Focus for April 2021, 

based on 27 March being Earth 

Day, is the prevention of the 

contamination of our 

environment. The latest 

Resource Magazine (the official 

journal of the Institute of Waste 

Management of SA) highlights 

that in SA we generate 108 

million tonnes of waste per year 

– of which only 10% is 

recycled. The rest ends up on 

our landfill sites or it finds its 

way to our rivers and oceans 

through incorrect disposal. Our 

826 landfill sites are quickly 

nearing critical capacity. COVID-

19 is also beginning to have a 

negative impact on the disposal 

of waste through the increase in 

the disposal of protective 

equipment particularly masks, 

visors and gloves.  To put things 

into our daily context and to 

understand how some daily 

items that we are using can 

negatively impact our 

environment, during April we 

will be featuring a weekly link to 

a short video that highlights how 

our unconscious and / or 

ignorant actions impact 

negatively on our environment.  

 The picture below shows how 

the masks are having a negative 

impact on our wild life!  It is not 

difficult to imagine the billions of 

single use protective equipment 

consumed during this COVID-19 

pandemic.  

Remove the strings before throwing your 

mask away to avoid the above. 
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In this edition of the Franciscan we get to 

know to Dirkie Van Der Schyff, the man with 

the angelic voice and the amazing music we 

have come to enjoy during our Sunday 

services.  

I have only recently joined the Anglican 

community, after serving and leading music in 

Charismatic churches for the last 13 years. 

I love challenges, new adventures and the 

diversity of my life. I am also passionate about 

people, my work and art! 

 

I love working with people, I enjoy meeting 

new people from all types of different 

backgrounds.  

I grew up as a son of a Pentecostal Pastor and 

my mother worked as a psychologist. 

Growing up we moved a lot, from Bela-Bela to 

Standerton and then to Mozambique as my parents 

were involved in numerous mission organisations.  

I love the community, the support and the people. I 

have made some very good friends and enjoy seeing 

other members of the parish every Sunday.   

I am a jack of all trades, I studied drama but do work 

as an actor, musician and real estate agent. 

I enjoy diversity and have a great passion for the 

performing arts. I love the idea of being able to 

transform into different characters and I also 

enjoy changing appearance to help with 

characterisation. So if you need a wig or weird 

clothing for a theme party I am your man! 

We welcome the following children who will be 

baptised on Easter Sunday and pray for Gods blessing 

on them and their families: 

• Liwalethu Mzondo 

• Katlego Setshedi 

• Owami Setshedi 

• Lesedi Mahlong 

• Robin Grover 
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 The continued success of St Francis weekend feeding is mainly due 

to the dedication, commitment and support of parishioners and 

members of the community. This year, we have been fortunate to 

have St Francis youth and learners from Parktown High School for 

Girls, St. Johns, King Edward VII School, Radford House  and St. David 

School to serve at weekend feeding. Thank you to the learners who 

with honour serve the people with kindness, generosity and respect 

at the beautiful garden of the Church. The people who come for food 

are very respectful and grateful. The attitude of solidarity is 

continuously fostered between those who serve and those coming 

for food. There is adult supervision, security and control during 

preparation, feeding and cleaning. The church staff and adult 

volunteers ensure that the learners are safe until the parents/

guardian come to fetch them. 

Since opening the feeding on 16 January 2021, 

the number of people has increased with an 

average of 90-120 people. In reality, we 

currently serve at least 200 people for the 

weekend (Saturdays and Sundays). Our feeding 

program for 2021 includes:  

• Lunch on Saturdays where we provide 

peanut butter sandwiches, eggs, fruit, tea, 

and occasionally juice  

• Lunch on Sundays where we provide 

polony sandwiches, fruit, tea and 

occasionally juice  

• And in winter peanut butter sandwiches, 

plain brown bread and soup. 

A rainy day in Parkview on 31 January 2021, where people line-

up for their turn to the kitchen hatch to be served. For more 

images from social concerns visit our website or click here 

https://photos.google.com/u/1/share/AF1QipN677HjuxdUeD4czJoTFhBrwJz7oT8dwhKLtiCVnlPc-fZsPbAZ_1KaArHn1-3YOA?key=V290dVFGdXJGRF81UDZOdGhPVGllWC1tMldHa3B3
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This year, we have received a generous amount of clothing 

and shoes with the majority of them in very good condition.   

On 12 February 2021 we started distributing these 

donations with at least 47 people receiving clothes, shoes, 

and few blankets. Many thanks to Fabian who has gladly 

been assisting Esther in handing these out on Wednesdays 

between 10.30 am and 12.00.  For more information  please 

see link St Francis, Parkview- Shoes, clothing, blankets, 

Toiletries, other 2021 - Google Photos  

• The Essop family donates 38 Loaves of 
Bread supplied by Rashid Paruk/A Loaf of 
Hope. 

• 12 loaves of bread subsidized by the social 
concerns budget to make a total of 50.  

• 26 loaves of bread brought by parishioners/
local communities that cover the shortfall.   

• 15 loaves of bread reserved in the church 
freezer since January for any shortfall or 
when a volunteer is unable to bring the 
bread 

• At least twice monthly, Donne Duffy 
prepares a special meal and toiletries - last 
special meal was on Sunday 20 March 2021. 

Luther Banda, who received shoes on 17.02.2021  

 

https://photos.google.com/u/1/share/AF1QipPeE9_cte-i3aGJtN5rvtTVoHSYSJI6abytA5rYFiwxlHCrWBg6jOlGH2AgWfBmcA?key=WUFQQXlkUm90UjUySy1JSkNYakxnQTV3NEJMZkNR
https://photos.google.com/u/1/share/AF1QipPeE9_cte-i3aGJtN5rvtTVoHSYSJI6abytA5rYFiwxlHCrWBg6jOlGH2AgWfBmcA?key=WUFQQXlkUm90UjUySy1JSkNYakxnQTV3NEJMZkNR
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As noted in the Vestry pack documentation 

recently distributed to us all, the year 2020 will be 

truly etched in history as the year of the global 

COVID-19 pandemic and the changes it brought to 

everyone’s lives and their financial positions, be it 

personal, as a parish, as a country or the world at 

large. As noted in Paul’s Rectors Reflection, the 

theme that stands out from 2020 is the gratitude 

we have and for being thankful.  

At St Francis we are grateful, thankful and 

blessed that with your help we as a parish have 

remained financially sound. We ended the 2020 

year with a strong balance sheet, represented by 

R348k* in general reserves, and R148k as a 

Centenary Fund. Council agreed to consolidate 

various past funds from the 90th Anniversary 

fund, special Purpose Funds, and various property 

funds to create “The Centenary Fund” to be 

designated only for items to maintain the 

longevity of St Francis heritage. Council was most 

appreciative of the generosity of parishioners for 

funds raised for the “Parishioner’s Support Fund” 

of R84 824, of which R60 000 has been used to 

help parishioners in need with the balance being 

held on balance sheet for use in 2021.     

As relates to day-to-day operations, our 

income statement reflects a net surplus of R96k 

after tax for 2020 year. This was a positive 

position compared to our budgeted loss of R132k 

as approved at Vestry in March 2020 just before 

lockdown, and is better than our mid-year 

forecast for 2020 as requested by the diocese late 

April with a loss of R185k. 

It should be noted that during 2020 the JSA 

Axis Feeding Scheme which closed in 2019, 

donated their residual funds of R49k to St Francis 

for social concerns and feeding schemes. If this 

donation is excluded from our forecast 2020 

results, we would have continued with a projected 

loss of R134k inline with our original budget. 

Our total actual income received for 2020 was 

R2 247k, some R235k less than our budgeted 

income of R2 482k, and R284k less if the one-off 

JSA donation is excluded. This reduction in income 

was due to the impacts of the COVID-19 lockdown 

and changes in our operations as prescribed by the 

Government and Dioceses.  

Our anticipated income from hall rental and 

fund raising (no golf day and music festivals etc) 

reduced income by some R111k compared to 

budget. Also our general donations and interest 

received reduced by some R61k or R110K if JSA 

donation excluded. DG tithing and collections at 

services, also declined by R63k to anticipated 

budgeted income. 

In relation to this decline in income our 

operating expenses were well managed and were 

lower than anticipated budgeted costs of R2 557k 

by some R408k. 

This reduction in expenses was mainly due to 

the following; 

• Reduction in tithing to diocese of R48k due 

to reduction in contribution rate from 115 to 

10% as agreed with diocese at time of 

forecast to take into account impact of 

COVID-19 effect. 

• Reduction in salary costs due to staff costs 

saved from not replacing positions of, 

Verger, Organist, Office Assistant and Social 

Worker. This was a savings of R325K 

compared to budget. 

 

Continued on page 14 
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Violence. This Bible study was written by the clergy 

of the St Francis for the Anglican Church of 

Southern Africa. While the topics was covered in 

the Sunday Sermons, the Bible study offered an 

opportunity to go deeper into the text and 

understand what the Bible had to say which is so 

relevant in society today. Many of the participants 

were intrigued by the stories which are so often 

overlooked in what we often read from the Bible. 

Thank you to all who participated and made the 

Bible study a success. The Bible Study ended with 

the following prayer calling for an end to Gender 

Based Violence: 

God bless you  

with insight to recognise violence in all its forms,  

and courage to name it,  

speaking out for justice.  

The Lord Jesus bless you  

with compassion for the vulnerable,  

and grace to stand with them,  

sharing his strength.  

 

The Holy Spirit bless you  

with a prayerful heart,  

and power to breathe peace,  

transforming the world.  

 

The blessing of the God, eternal Wisdom, living 

Word, abiding Spirit, be among you and remain 

with you always.  

  

We have recently concluded our lent Bible study 

titled: “Living Holy and Healthy Relationships” 

focusing on good news in a time of Gender Based 

• Staff cost were also reduced for a UIF 

COVID-19 refund received for government 

COVID-19 relief initiatives. Council agreed 

to donate these funds of R30k to the 

diocese to help other parishes within the 

diocese with financial difficulties to pay 

their salaries. 

• Water and electricity costs were lower than 

budgeted by R44k due to less usage and 

effect of use of solar system 

• Social concern costs for feeding were R28k 

lower than budgeted due to parishioners 

generously donating food etc required and 

church not having to purchase. 

 

Continuation from page 12 

  k* = R000 
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If anything, the lockdown has taught us that church is not a building but rather the people that fill it, and 

even though we cannot all physically be together in one place we can still worship and serve the Lord 

together in our own homes.   

On 28 February 2021, a man had entered the 

parking lot of the church and broke windows of 

the Social Concerns, Youth Pastor's and Rector's 

Offices but had not breached the burglar bars. He 

did the same to the Assisi Room windows but this 

time set fire to the room. Curtains, couches, 

ceiling, carpet, wall hangings etc were destroyed 

by the fire before it was put out.  The damage was 

isolated to the Assisi Room although the 

electricals for that wing are affected as DV Board 

was in the Assisi Room.  

The insurance company has been around to assess 

the damage and repairs and furnishing of the 

rooms will soon begin.  

Above and right: damage caused by the fire in the 

Assisi room and the offices at St Francis. 

Above: the burning coach was taken out into the 

courtyard  
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Above left : Alex, a student at Parktown girls who performed guitar and vocals while people enjoyed their lunch. Above right 

and below: Some more images of the youth volunteering to help with the weekend feeding program.   

The ladies from the knitting group as shown on page 9, meeting on a 

Thursday to add to their knitting collection.  


