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Inspiration from Maria! 

We will be sending out a weekly 

Podcast from Maria. They are       

10-12 minutes long and explore 

Scripture and its relevance for 

today.  A podcast is a voice 

recorded message that comes up as an attachment to an email or WhatsApp.  To open 

it, click on the attachment. These podcasts will also be available on the St Francis 

website: www.stfrancisparkview.com 

Soul Encounter  
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By Maria Fram-Arp 
 

We have celebrated a blessed but 
challenging Easter session that 
brought us to a wonderful 
Pentecost service and the 
reminder that in all things God’s 
Holy Spirit is with us.  Sadly, 
shortly after Easter Paul our 
Rector became very ill with 
depression and anxiety.  He has 
struggled with this condition for 
some time. As many of you who 
battle with depression know, it is 
often an illness that cannot be 
cured but rather needs to be 
managed.  
 It will take some months 
for him to recover and he has 
planned to take his three month 
sabbatical from June to the end of 
August this year, in order for him 
to have the time and space to 
heal.  Paul is sorely missed in the 
parish and we pray for his swift 
recovery.  During Paul’s absence 
Revds Cynthia, Dianna and 
Maria will be overseeing the 
worship in the parish and our 
wonderful Churchwardens 
Patience Dlamini, Mike Honnet 
and Darryl McMullen  will be 
overseeing all the administration 
and property management of the 
parish.   

In our liturgical calendar we 
have now moved into ordinary 
time and over the next three 
months we are going to use this 
time to engage with two themes 
in our sermons: ‘Get Real: Being 
a Christian in the 21st Century’ 
and ‘Understanding 
Compassion’.   

Get Real: Being a Christian 
in the 21st Century 

From the 24 June until the 15 
July we are going to be exploring 
the theme ‘Get Real: Being a 
Christian in the 21st century’.  
This theme will be explored in 
our Sunday services and will be 

based on the readings from the 
second of Paul’s letters to the 
Corinthians, which are the set 
readings in our lectionary.   As 
we explore this theme in our 
weekly sermons we will be 
examining what it means to live 
as a Christian in our 
contemporary world by going 
back to the letters Paul wrote to 
the Church in Corinth as he tried 
to explain to them what it meant 
to be a Christian in a fast 
changing world of political 
uncertainty.   

Understanding Compassion 
From the 22 July until the 

12 August we will be exploring 
the theme of compassion.  On 
the 22 July Rev Maria Frahm-
Arp will look at the 
philosophical underpinnings of 
the concept compassion by 
working closely with the famous 
20th century philosopher Martha 
Nussbaum.  On the 29 July she 
will look at how compassion is 
understood in different world 
religions and on the 5 August 
she will explore how Christians 
theologically understand 
compassion.  In these sermons 
she will be unpacking why we 
suffer from ‘compassion fatigue’ 
and explore the negative side of 
compassion.  Does compassion 
lead to dependency and when do 
acts of compassion actually 
become acts of destruction?  On 

the 12 August Rev Dianna 
Lawrenson will explore the 
practically side of compassion as 
she unpacks the importance of 
compassion in counselling.  As 
August is the month of 
compassion we will then continue 
with a series of sermons that 
focus on living compassionately 
with those in need.  

Soul Encounter Podcasts 
In June we began our all new 

podcast series!  The podcasts are 
all ten to fifteen minutes long and 
are short reflection by Rev Maria 
Frahm-Arp on particular passages 
of scripture and what they have to 
say to us today.  If you would 
like to listen to the podcasts they 
will be up loaded onto our 
Website and sent out each week 
to your email address or 
WhatsApp number.  All you have 
to do is click on the podcast 
button and the podcast will start 
playing. If you have never heard 
a podcast before or don’t know 
what it is – it is like listening to 
the radio.  There is no image with 
a podcast just a voice recording 
and so it is the ideal thing to 
listen to in the car as you try not 
to suffer from road rage.  We 
hope that these weekly podcasts 
will help you as you live out your 
faith in daily life and give you 
some encouragement during the 
week.  God’s love and rich 
blessings to you all.  

Where to this Winter ? 

Two Sermon Series and some Podcasts  
Rector’s Reflections 
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The Baroque Music 

Festival 

Richard Cock and Chanticleer Singers 

The Baroque Music Festival was 
held at St Francis from the 10th to 

the 13th of May and included a 
variety of performances depicting 
life of the Baroque Era. Here we 

give a brief overview of some of 
the events which took place. You 
can read the full write up of the 

various concerts on the Parish 
website, 
www.stfrancisparkview.com   

 

The Baroque Festival 
begins at St Francis 

 
On Thursday 10 May the complex 
and brilliant sounds of Baroque 
music rang through our beautiful 
Church. It was the opening 
concert of a series of events 
celebrating the Baroque period. 
The Festival has been a year in 
the planning and preparation and 
it was good to be present as it 
came to fruition on Ascension 
Day, a happy omen for its future. 

Baroque is a term derived 
from the Portuguese word 
barocco meaning a misshapen 
pearl and was originally intended 
to be derogatory. Seen with 
Renaissance eyes all its art-forms 
seemed overly ornate, but now we 
appreciate their beauty and even 
find simplicity in what was then 
seen as complexity. 
The Apple Green Chamber 

Orchestra, leader  Camelia 
Onea, under the baton of Tim 

Roberts performed in that first 
concert. Tim was an informative 
host, conducting the opening 

piece (Prelude from the Te 
Deum by Charpentier) by 

banging a stick taller than 
himself – and that’s tall – on 
the floor.   

Eating in Baroque Times 
Saturday 12 May at 12.30 

 
The Baroque lunch started off 
with gruel – thin porridge 
without salt or sugar, just a few 
bits of onion. Almost tasteless, 
and apparently what the poor 
could afford to eat. We 
swallowed it, and then enjoyed 
a hearty broth with meat and 
vegetables, and an excellent 
buffet with sausages and pies, 
cheeses and pickles and fruit, 
all washed down with wine and 
beer – or water, but in that 

period water was contaminated, 
so it was better to drink 
something with a little alcohol in 
it to purify it. Sharon Botha and 
Mike Montgomery were dressed 
up splendidly to serve us all, and 
a spirit of happiness and good 
cheer prevailed. 

Richard Cock and the 
Chanticleer Singers 

Saturday 12 May at 19.30 
 

This popular and well-known 
chamber choir filled the evening 

slot, and was entertainingly 
introduced by Richard Cock. 
The emphasis was on English 
Baroque music, with songs by 

Purcell, Boyce and Blow. Still 
complex, but perhaps revealing a 
slightly simpler emphasis. The Eating in the Baroque Times 

Tim Roberts introducing the St. Francis Baroque Music Festival 
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the festival, although there were 
still treats to come on Sunday. 

After every concert the 
audience and performers moved 
to the hall and enjoyed each 
other’s company, congratulating 
performers and discussing the 
music that had been heard. 
Friendships were renewed and 
Bart as host poured many a glass 
of wine. 
 

ParkViews: Medicine in the 
Baroque Period 

Saturday 12 May 
  

The Baroque era (circa 1685-
1750) was a time when there 

were devastating waves of The 
Pest (plague), The Great Pox 
(syphilis), typhus and a host of 

other infectious and non-
infectious conditions. Against 
this backdrop, some of the finest 

writers, thinkers, artists and 
musicians were artistically 
prolific despite, often leading 

short lives. Great musicians such 
as Vivaldi, Albinoni, Handel, 
and Bach lived through this 

creative and exciting period. 
ParkViews this month 

formed part of the St Francis 

Baroque Music Festival, and so 
the talk took place on a Saturday 
morning, and not on the usual 

Thursday night. The speaker was 
Adriano Duse, Professor and 
Head of Clinical Microbiology 

and Infectious Diseases in the 
School of Pathology, University 
of the Witwatersrand. On a 

number of occasions he has been 
deployed by the WHO as a 
consultant during outbreaks of 
viral and infectious diseases in 

many parts in Africa. 
The talk focused in 

particular on the bubonic plague, 

a disease that is still with us – as 
seen in the recent outbreak in 
Madagascar. Over the centuries 

there have been a number of 
pandemics. One happened in the 

6th century and was known as 
the Justinian Plague, after the 

Roman emperor. Another began 
in the 14th century, and some 
estimates suggest that this killed 

half the population of Europe.  
  

Choral Evensong 
Sunday 13 May at 17.00 

 

The Baroque Festival concluded 
with Evensong, and the choir 

under Louise Frahm-Arp sang 
beautifully. Settings of the 
Magnificat and the Nunc 
Dimittis were by Purcell, and 
the anthem was Bach’s ‘Jesu joy 
of man’s desiring’. An 
excellently planned and 
executed festival ended  with a 
devotional service that was fully 
worthy of all that had gone 
before.  

 

Violins and Violas 
John Reid Coulter and Jetty de Vries the harpsichord duo along with 
Christine Geldenhuis and Alna Smit at the Harpsichords and Others event on 
Friday the 10th of May. 
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By Tanele Dlamini 

 
The last sessions of Youth have 
been incredibly well attended and 

energetic. It has been very 
delightful seeing the Friday night 
youth groups grow in number and 

participation. We hosted the St 
Francis Talent Show on 4 May 
with the theme Star Wars.  
 We had approximately 15 

participants, all with unique and 
impressive talents to show. We  
were also grateful for our judges 

Sue Jordaan and Mike Honnet 
who presented our prizes and 
certificate with eloquent decorum 

and fun. 
On the 16th of March the 

Friday night youth group 

gathered for the year’s first stay 
awake. The youth leaders 
programme provided an 

assortment of activities for the 
Youth and there was nothing but 
smiles and laughter shared. 

 Among the activities we 
have hosted for youth were a 
movie star themed Karaoke night; 

a treasure hunt; a few rounds of 
Mini-Golf and few trivia quizzes. 

Talent Shows, Stay Awakes and Bible 

Studies keep the Youth of St Francis busy 

 The attendance for both 
youth sessions have been good 

leading to the middle of the 
year and we hope to gain more 
members as the year progresses 

with the addition of a new 
Youth pastor whom we all 
eagerly await. 

On Sundays we run a 
youth bible study with grade 
six’s and above. The attendance 

for this has been very good and 

we have found the lessons to be 
both meaningful and engaging.  

 We thank our Rock ‘n Roll 
teachers; Louise and Ludwig 
Frahm-Arp, Mike Montgomery, 

Janet Wilson and Terri Miller; for 
all their hard work and dedication 
this year. It is a blessing to work 

with such enthusiastic and kind 
people who are teaching our 
youth the word of God. 

Pictured above: The Youth perform the all time favorite “I just wanna be a sheep” 

at the annual Talent show which took place on the 4th of May. Everyone walked 

away with a prize for their talents .  

A lovely depiction from Sue Middleton about the Youth 

Ministry at St Francis. 

The show was hosted by Tanele Dlamini and Isabelle 

Middleton.  
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ubuntu, could begin to craft a 
South African renaissance that 
had been the envy of the world 
for a while. But the hatred 
inherent in racism was actively 
eating it away like a 
malignancy. 

Bishop Moreo asked why 
Malema would castigate and 
insult Indians based on perhaps 
one experience he had: "I 
suspect Mr Malema is actually 
nervous to meet some of the 
very people he belittles, whose 
humanity he questions, whose 
ubuntu he denies when he 
makes his racist rants." 

The bishop said that there 
would always be differences 
between people. But the 
tendency in many quarters to 
single out race as the great 
differentiator was an 
illustration of evil forces at 
work. 

"It is not only the Malemas 
who should desist in this, but 
all of us. People in business, 
the entertainment world, on the 
sports field, in the home, 
wherever, should think 
carefully about what they say. 
Ubuntu, reconciliation... those 
should be our watchwords as 
Africans living in this country. 

"And Mr Malema and his 
comrades have a great need to 
understand and embrace 
ubuntu. They have a 
responsibility, as elected 

The souls of South Africans are 
slowly being eaten away by the 
hate speech of people like EFF 
leaders Julius Malema and Floyd 
Shivambu who have clearly 
embarked on an offensive of 
naked racism to harm the 
country. 

So says the Anglican Bishop 
of Johannesburg, the Right Revd 
Dr Steve Moreo, in in a statement 
released on  21 June 2018 and 
sent to the members of his 
diocese in Gauteng. He was 
commenting in particular on 
recent utterances by the EFF 
leaders against Indians. 

"The comments that have 
been made are nothing more than 
hate speech - a political tool that 
is reminiscent of the most 
abhorrent racism of apartheid 
against which millions of South 
Africans fought to attain their 
freedom in 1994.  The nature of 
their attacks is such that I fear we 
may be beginning to see a roll-
back of the very freedoms for 
which great men and women of 
the struggle fought." 

The racism being peddled by 
Malema had become a cancer 
that was eating away at the 
rejuvenated healthy cells of 
ubuntu that had followed 1994. 
Great leaders such as Nelson 
Mandela had shown how a spirit 
of big-heartedness and 
reconciliation, of seeing people 
through the African eyes of 

leaders, to engage others, and 
speak about their differences, 
and find one another. That is the 
African way. That is the ubuntu 
way. Why would the EFF 
leaders shun this?" 

Bishop Moreo said if the 
present trend continued, modern-
day racism could become 
institutionalised and be far worse 
than apartheid, with even worse 
consequences for the country. 

"And beware: when you 
start to label someone as a racist, 
you immediately become a racist 
yourself. 

Bishop Moreo said people 
of faith should renew efforts to 
play a leading role in 
demonstrating the love of one 
another which all religions 
espouse.  

"I particularly ask Anglicans 
in my diocese to continue to 
engage with one another as we 
seek to overcome this renewed 
scourge of racism that has reared 
its satanic head in our land.  We 
did this before as we struggled, 
not without our differences, in 
the pre 1994 days. Now is the 
time for us as Christians to rise 
up again and show that we will 
not allow racism to take hold at 
the expense of love and 
reconciliation." 

 
Yours in Christ  

The Rt Revd Dr. Steve 
Moreo  

Rt Revd Dr. Steve Moreo on the increase of 

Racism as Hate Speech 
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men and a bird, this image 
gives us the chance to 
understand the mutuality of the 
divine relationship that exists 
between the three participants.  
Their posture is one of 
yielding, they are generous, 
sharing and in Divine co-

operation.  The Trinity is about 
relationship: the relationship 
between God: The Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit.  A dynamic 
relationship of singular 
connection.   Those who have 
examined the icon think there 

By Diana Lawrenson 

 
Do you remember in Genesis 18: 
1-8, those three strangers who 
come to dine with Abraham and 
Sarah?  They land up entertaining 
angels at their table and offering 
holy hospitality. Rublev, a 
Russian iconographer in 
the 15th century, 
depicted this event as a 
way of understanding 
the Trinity.   
 The Trinity is 
about the relationship 
between the Father who 
is for us ( Our Creator, 
Ultimate source: dress-
ed in Gold), Jesus who 
is with us (He walked 
the earth, knew the 
limitation of place, time 
and body as we do, 
dressed in blue: colour 
of sea and sky) and the 
Holy Spirit who be-
comes part of us, the 
spirit in whom we live 
and breathe and have 
our being as people 
created in the image of 
God (Acts 17:28).   
 The third figure is 
dressed in green: the 
colour of growing and 
fertile possibility. Rublev painted 
this with the intention of 
representing the shared unity of 
the Holy Trinity: one God who 
embodies majesty, harmony and 
mutual love. Where many artists 
have painted the Trinity as two 

may have been a mirror on the 
rectangle on the cloth at the 
centre of the icon. This would 
have reflected us who look at the 
image and participate in its truth. 
Whoever we are, we look and 
see ourselves too being invited 
to this table to be part this 

relationship. The love 
and life of God is not 
only out there 
somewhere, in Church, 
in Holy people, in 
martyrs and saints. Well, 
it is there, but it is also in 
each of us.   When we 
know this, it becomes 
possible to live with 
greater contentment “For 
the Lord is good,” the 
Psalmist says, “his love 
endures forever” (Psalm 
100:5).   Using this icon 
as inspiration, some of 
you may be aware of 
Richard Rohr’s book 
called The Divine 
Dance.  He encourages 
us to see the Trinity as 
being a place of divine 
movement. He goes so 
far as to assert that 
Trinity shares God as a 
verb…a divine dance in 
which we are all asked to 

join.   The intimacy of this 
invitation enables us to love, 
hope, share and see in ways 
more mysteriously wonderful 
than ever imagined. 

Living in the Trinity – 
God: Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit 

Upcoming Events 
August                       Month of Compassion 

September                Season of Creation 

16th September        Fun walk in the Zoo 

22nd September       Parish retreat 

October                      

7th  October            Patronal Festival 

14th October            Blessing of Animals service 

25th October             Parish Golf Day 

 
St Francis golf day 

2018 
The Annual Golf Day, our major 

fundraising drive for our social outreach 
programmes takes place at Parkview 
Golf Club on Thursday 25 October. 
Please invite all golfers among your 

friends, family and neighbours to enter 
this fun-filled day. Please contact the 
Parish office for more information! 
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By Mike Williams 

How does an actor learn to 
embody a role in a play? Fully 
to create a character on the 
stage, the actor has to produce a 
three-dimensional authentic 
performance. This requires the 
actor to develop a well-rounded 
relationship with the character. 
These are issues that were 
addressed by Didintle Khunou, 
the speaker at the June Park 
Views. Earlier this year Didintle 
played the leading role of Ceilie 
in Janice Honeyman’s 
production of the award-winning 
musical, The Color Purple. The 
title of the talk was ‘Stepping 
into Ceilie’s Shoes: Didintle’s 
Process’. 
Didintle is a screen actor, 
theatre performer, voice actor 
and a session vocalist. She is 
also currently creating her own 
content through her company, 
G&K House. 
In The Color Purple, Ceilie is a 
young African American, 
growing up in Georgia in the 
1930s. She is abused – sexually 
and in other ways – by her 
father, by whom she has two 
children, and both are taken 
away from her by her father. 
Later he ‘sells’ her to another 
man. 
The musical reveals how Ceilie 
comes to cultivate her own 
‘voice’, to become a coherent 

and functioning self, one that 
strives for equality in a very 
patriarchal society. As Ceilie 
herself puts it, she comers to 
find that God is inside her. 
Eighty years after its setting, 
the musical is still relevant, 
especially given the conditions 
endured by many women of 
colour. 
Becoming Ceilie onstage was a 
complex and challenging 
process. An actor has to build a 
relationship with the character, 
sometimes when there is little 
to go on. Didintle began with 
the empathy she could feel for 
Ceilie’s sense of inferiority as 
a person of colour. This was 
developed into the ability to 
see the world as the character 
saw it – without being 
judgemental of that view. 
This also requires close and 
careful attention to detail, and 
the development of 
imagination. As an exercise, 
one can look intently at the sky 
and focus on the differing 
shades of blue to be seen. This 
kind of very close scrutiny can 
then be applied to the script 
and to its subtext, in order to 
identify and specify the 
character’s values and belief 

system, and how the actor can 
give body and voice to this. 
With Ceilie, Didintle pointed to 
the way she had to internalize 
the abuses suffered by the 
character. This meant that she 
had to challenge herself and to 
explore unresolved conflicts in 
her own past, and how she had 
acquired a rounded sense of 
herself. 
Costumes are a powerful tool 
since they are the means by 
which the actor steps physically 
into the role. The shoes 
mentioned in the title of 
Didintle’s talk were the shoes 
she actually wore onstage: tight-
fitting in the style of the 1930s, 
constricting her movements and 
giving her a strong sense of 
being Ceilie. 
Acting is an intellectual, 
spiritual and physical exercise, 
and one in which the actor is 
made vulnerable by self-
exposure. Those who have acted 
the art of Ceilie have all said that 
they were profoundly changed 
by the experience. 

There will be further 
performances of The Color 
Purple at the Joburg Theatre in 
August, coinciding with 
Women’s Month.  

Didintle Khunou plays the lead role of Ceilie in  

The Color Purple. 

ParkViews 
June: 
 
“STEPPING 
INTO 
CEILIES 
SHOES”  
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The new Ronnie Bin at St Francis placed outside the front 

entrance of the church. 

By Calley Tucky 
 

Melville Koppies is a place of 
tranquillity and peace in the centre of 
Johannesburg. On Sunday 6th May St 
Francis enjoyed a special time of 
worship in this pristine reserve. 

We affirmed that we believe God 
made everything and we saw first-hand 
the wonderful co dependence in nature 
and the way that trees, insects and birds 
interact.  

We gathered around the Kiggelaria, 
the wild peach tree. Here the garden 
acrea butterfly lays her eggs on the 
poisonous leaves. When the eggs hatch 
the larvae eat the leaves. The larvae as 
well as the adult acrea butterflies are 
poisonous – their orange and black 
colour warning birds to leave them 
alone.  

With this growing appreciation for 
creation the congregation praised God 
and walked up the path to a lovely open 
space on the side of the koppie where we 
imbibed the quiet and the sense of how 
ancient the quartzite ridges with the 
shallower shale depressions are in 
between. A highlight of the service was 
the opportunity created by Maria as part 
of the sermon to wander and find an 
object that we were drawn to and then to 
share with a few others why we chose 
that item.  

We were blessed and inspired by the 
liturgy that Dianna put together that 
celebrated the wonder of God’s creation. 
It was really good to be out in the open, 
enjoying nature and worshipping God. 
The service ended with the blessing: 

May the peace of Christ go with you 
wherever you go 

May Christ guide you through the 
wilderness and protect you from the 

storm 
May Christ bring you home 

rejoicing at the wonders you have seen 
And may Christ bring you back once 

again into His doors. 
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INCOME STATEMENT - Actual vs. Budget : 01/01/18 to 31/05/18 
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Getting to know some of the 

new Parish Council for 2018  
On the 10 June 2018, the 
Archdeacon for our region, the 
Ven Lynda Shimmin, licensed 
our new Parish Council 
members, elected earlier this 
year.   
 In our latest “Getting to 
know” feature, we asked the 
members of our Parish Council 
to share something about 
themselves, a fun fact and what 
portfolio (when finalized) they 
will be responsible for.  
 Meet 7 in this Franciscan. 
The other members will feature 
in the next edition.  

 
1 

 2  3 
 4 

 6 

 7 

 8 

 5 

1. Valentino Meirotti 
 
I've been married for 3 Years to 
Melanie Meirotti. We moved to 
Johannesburg from Pretoria in 
2015. In August 2017 Sofia 
Elizabeth was born and now our 
lives revolve around her! I own 
and run a luxury travel company 
called Famba Famba Tour 
Design Specialists, we special-
ize in creating bespoke itinera-
ries for international travelers to 
South Africa. I will be looking 
after the Fundraising committee.  
 
Fun fact:  I am half Italian and 
Half Zulu and I'm an AMG 
Driving Academy driving 
instructor in my spare time. 

4. Janet Magner 
 
I am a divorced mother of two 
sons and a grandmother of four 
– two of each. With family all 
over the globe, I am fortunate to 
have my eldest son and his 
family based here in South 
Africa. They have adopted a 
black child from birth and 
therefore have a mixed race 
family.  Alice is 10 and Harry is 
12 year old.  My younger son 
now lives in the UK with his 
English wife and their two 

3. Sue Jordaan 
 
I am married to Chris and have a 
daughter, Mary-Anne, and a two 
year old (brilliant and perfect) 
grand-daughter, Olivia. I was an 
English teacher in Zimbabwe 
and South Africa. I now write 
for English textbooks, edit 
textbooks and work in the adult 
education sector of the IEB.  
 
I represent the Pastoral portfolio 
on the council. I enjoy walking, 
reading, theatre and movies. 

2. Dumisile Phephile Patience 
Dlamini (nee Motsa) 
 
A God-fearing mother of three 
beautiful girls, wife to a loving 
husband and self-employed 
pensioner. My portfolio is 
Church warden. A member of 
Mothers Union, Parish minister, 
Sacristan, member of the St 
Francis singers, pastoral care 
committee member and Soup 
kitchen volunteer 
 
Fun fact: I am a HIV/AIDS 
Counsellor 

children, Max, 6 and Matilda 3; 
so I try to have frequent visits to 
see them all.  I am an 
independent consultant in 
Occupational Health, Safety and 
Environment and most of my 
work opportunities over the past 
20 years have been mainly in 
Health Care in South Africa and 
in other African countries.  Work 
opportunities at present are few 
and far between so I keep myself 
busy being a grandmother, 
gardening and reading, serve on  
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5. Val Archer 
 
I have been a  Complementary 
Health Therapist for the past 28 
years, and practice  a number of 
therapies in this field, 
including  Reflexology and 
Aromatherapy.   I joined the 
Anglicare Counselling team 7 
years ago and  I am a 
representative for Anglicare on 
the church council.  

6. Nelisa Furisa 
 
I am married to Tongai and have 
3 children Zoleka (12), Yemurai 
(8) and Garikayi (5). I am an 
Executive Producer and co-own 
(with my husband) a full-service 
production and post production 
company which creates content 
for TV, Digital and Radio 
mediums.  This ranges from 
traditional 30” Commercials to 
long form 13-part series. I 
represent the Communications 
portfolio on Council. 
 
Fun facts:  I am musician at 
heart – I have been playing the 
piano (since the age of 6) and 
play the guitar as well. I used to 
be an English teacher and I like 
to go quad biking.  

James Ridley (not in picture) 
 
I am a professional mathe-
matician and (very much) an 
amateur musician. After 
studying at Wits and in London, 
I taught mathematics at Wits for 
over thirty years before retiring 
in 1999. Since then I have had 
more time for my other interests, 
of which music is only one.  
 
I have been a parishioner and 
occasional organist at St Francis 
since 1982, when I was invited 
by Father Brian Williams.  
 
I have been asked to report to 
Council on musical matters, as 
well as the 7:30 service, and I 
invite anyone who has 
suggestions on either of those 
topics to get in touch with me. 

The Parish Council was licensed on the 10th of June 2018 by 

Archdeacon of  our region, The Ven Linda Shimmin. 

7. Jodie Botha 
 
I am the youngest of four sisters, 
all of whom attend St Francis. I 
am the Regional Security 
Manager for Corporate buildings 
at ABSA and enjoy the challenge 
of constantly learning something 
new.  
 
Fun Fact: I recently star ted 
knitting and find it quite calming 
and therapeutic.  

8. Darryl McMullen 
 
 I have been in the banking 
industry for past +30 years, with 
Nedbank; career has mainly 
been within finance function, 
from Account to Group 
Financial Controller and 
currently Executive Head Group 
Business Services (our shared 
services operations). 
 
My portfolio: Chair the Finance 
Committee, and Alternate 
Warden.   
 
Fun Fact: I enjoy motor ized 
water sports, have run the 
comrades marathon 3 times and 
climbed mount Kilimanjaro.  

the ECO Group and this year sit-
ting on Council.   

I am the Council Secretary and 
have the portfolio of Administra-
tion. 
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By Sue Middleton 

 
How do we pray? In words and 
thoughts may be the answer for 

most of us, but interwoven into 
the embroideries of St Francis 
Church are beautiful examples 

of how prayer can take on more 
tangible forms. 

The four hangings in the 
Ellis Herbert Hall, 

commissioned by the parish 
congregation in 2006 to honour 
the memory of friends and 

family loved and lost, feature the 
sand prayers of Vuyisile Funda. 
 In the Eastern Cape where 

Funda lives he communes with 
God regularly before dawn by 
running up and down the village 

sand dunes and making 
geometric patterns (pictured 
above right), often triangles 

which for Funda represent the 
connection between heaven and 
earth, with his footprints. In one 

interview for a newspaper he 
explains “When I wake up I 
have words telling me to go 

down to the beach and worship 
for the day he is giving me and 
after that, I give thanks by 

making those patterns”. While 
some consider this behavior 
eccentric, he insists that it is his 

way of praying for the world and 
drawing attention to its beauty.  

Parishioner Bart Cox came 

across them by chance when 
taking an early morning walk on 
the beach during a visit to the 
area. In the photographs he took 

you can see the patterns made 
by Funda who must skillfully 

jump, often a meter, from one 
place to the next to create these 
shapes without spoiling them. 

For Funda it is a prayer that is 
repeated regularly as each day 
they slowly disappear in the face 

of wind and rain. 
Funda’s’ prayers inspired 

the community of women of the 

Keiskamma Art Project who live 
in Hamburg in the Eastern Cape 
to include his story in the 

hangings for St Francis. His 
story represented by the huge 
foot prints that walk through the 

hangings is just one of the many 
rich narratives of love and 
sorrow and the beauty of nature 

brought to life in these works 
with needle and thread. 

The bright red Paper Prayer 

altar cloth, displayed on the wall 
behind the piano in the Church, 
is another example of voices in 

prayer made tangible 
through needle and 
thread. The concept 
of paper prayers 

originates from an 
ancient Japanese 
custom of offering 

painted strips of 
paper as prayers for 
healing the sick. For 

Artist Proof Studio a 
community print 
making initiative in 

Newtown, this be-

came the inspiration for the 
National Paper Prayer 

Campaign which began in 1997. 
 This campaign was 
created as a response to the 

HIV/AIDS epidemic ravaging 
South Africa and was a multi-
faceted initiative providing 

skills in art and craft, 
papermaking, product design, 
and education . Through the 

process of creating these prayers 
in print and thread, participants 
were psychologically and 

financially empowered as issues 
such as the fear and denial 
created by HIV/AIDS were 

addressed while providing 
income generating sustainable 
work. What we can see in the 

forty five embroidered paper 
prayers on this beautiful altar 
cloth is an articulation of 

individual pain and hope that is 
challenging and humbling. 

Prayer is a central focus in 

the life of St Francis Church. It 
is a way of connecting with 
God, connecting with others and 
connecting with our selves. It is 

also a process that can resonate 
in our response to these works 
of embroidered art as they help 

us to reflect on our lives, 
connect us to the communities 
that made them and ultimately 

inspire us to consider creative 
and different ways we can 
connect to God. 

Prayers in sand and paper: An interweaving 
of voices in prayer and thread 

The bright red Paper Prayer altar cloth created by the 

community of women of the Keiskamma Art Project  

inspired by Funda’s prayers. 
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The youth and Rock n Roll participate in an Easter egg Hunt this past 
Easter Sunday 

Congrats to Parishioner Graham 
Caroll who recently completed 

his 30th Comrades marathon.  

Every Monday evening for quite a num-
ber of years a group of Scottish dancers 

have been dancing in the Ellis Herbert 
Hall. To showcase their work and gain 
recognition for the art, a group of Scottish 

dancers put on a performance after the 
9:30 service on the 15th of April 2018.  
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On the 1st of April 2018, we 
welcomed 4 new babies into 
the family of Christ. Chiwoniso 
Tinavapi, Yananiso Tinavapi, 
Matthew Gordon and Noah 
Malgas were baptized with 
water at the very special and 
appropriate Dawn Easter 
Service symbolizing new life. 
Families and friends from all 
four children filled the pews of 
St Francis followed by a lovely 
spread in the hall.  


