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Advent 2017: Under southern African skies 

Some opening thoughts… 

We are awake to possibility in Advent. It is not to deny the child-like magical 

delight of this season, but it is to know it is more – always more.  As we consider 

our identity as individuals within the unfolding cosmos of creation, so we 

participate in a story that is our own but also the story of the salvation of 

humanity given to us as a gift as “the Word that became flesh and lived among 

us” (John 1:14a).  We are each so very much a part of that!  We wait knowing 

that this beginning, this sacred birth celebrated afresh, is not about a helpless 

baby, but a faithful God who invites us to make space and say, “Come, Lord 

Jesus, Come” (Revelations 22:20). 

It is said that St Francis was the first 

to create a nativity scene in a cave in 

Greccio on Christmas Eve,1223.  He 

wanted to show the humility and 

simplicity into which Christ was born 

with animal and human gathering in 

wonder for a moment that would 

change everything.   Allow the nativity 

scenes on cards, in shop windows and 

in the bank of your memory to come 

alive again. This captured moment holds the grace of illuminating your deepest 

desires as well as those of the world in which we live.   

As we look south up at our night skies and see the cross that gave direction to 

many, lost and lonely, at sea and in the desert, we light a different Advent 

wreath, shaped for where we are.  As the candle is lit each week, allow light and 

love to find you on this journey.   Advent awakens us to the fullness of God’s 

hope for humanity, the gift of birth, the knowledge of love and the surety that, 

with the inevitability of death, comes the possibility of new life. 

May this booklet guide you and us as a community through a season of sacred 

beginnings and endings rooted in the invitation of the love of God:  Source of all 

Being, Eternal Word and Holy Spirit.  

Diana 
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The time ahead… 

The meaning of holy: 

holy 

ˈhəʊli/Submit 

adjective 

dedicated or consecrated to God or a religious purpose; sacred. 

"the Holy Bible" 

synonyms:  sacred, consecrated, hallowed, sanctified, venerated, revered, 

reverenced, divine, religious, blessed, blest, dedicated 

Week 1: Holy Human  (Monday 27 Nov – Saturday 2 Dec)   

Week 2: Holy Birth  (Sunday 3 Dec- Saturday 9 Dec) 

Week 3: Holy Love  (Sunday 10 Dec- Saturday 16 Dec)  

Week 4:  Holy Surrender  (Sunday 17 Dec- Sunday 24 Dec) 

Join us each week:   

Thursdays Evening Discussion: Advent in 

Southern Africa - A look at what it is to be Human: 

birth, marriage and death from a Shona, Setswana, 

Xhosa and Zulu perspective   

6.30 – 8 pm in the Hall 

Saturday Advent Morning Meditations:  

8.30 – 9.15 in the Church 

Please note: 

From 17 Dec, only 1 Sunday Service at 8.3o 

23 December, Carol Service, 6 pm 

24 December, 8.30 Service, 5 pm Crib 

Service, 11 pm The Christ Mass 

Christmas Day, Service 8.30 am!  
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Holy human: What does it mean to be human? 

Guiding texts: Genesis 1 and 2; Psalm 8; 2 Corinthians 5; John 1:1-14.  

An opening thought, “The Scriptures not only reveal everything of 

who God is but also everything of who we are.  And this revelation is 

done in such a way as to invite participation on both sides, of author 

and reader.”  Eugene Petersen in The Invitation.  

As you read the suggested scriptures, bear this in mind.  We are so 

accustomed to reading for information that we need to be recalled 

to what it is to bring our whole selves to what we read.  We are then 

open to the sacred creation in the space between the words of then 

and the us of now.  
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 Monday 27 November 

“In the beginning when God created the Heavens and the Earth” (Genesis 1:1). The 

Genesis story is familiar to us.   It is a much disputed and analysed tale, in two 

versions, with two possible beginnings and options regarding the divine origins 

of being.   

“Then God said, Let us make human kind in our own image, according to our 

likeness, and let them have dominion over...every creeping thing that creeps upon the 

earth.  So, God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them, 

male and female he created them (1:26). 

It is a deliberate, trusting and auspicious narrative of beginning. 

As you read this passage, what does it say to you about the nature of God and 

the intention of creating male and female in His image? There is that Latin 

term Imago Dei (the Image of God) that carries a primacy for understanding 

human dignity and the fullness of human goodness and possibility. Do we live 

in a way which becomes people made in God’s image? Ask yourself: What is 

the best aspect of your humanness…and the worst?   

 

Grant us Lord the capacity to receive your trust, embrace Your 

creation as it emerges in and through us, and as we go back to the 

beginning, know your invitation afresh. Come, Lord Jesus, Come… 
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Tuesday 28 November 

Genesis 2: 6 “but a stream would rise from the earth, and water the whole 

face of the ground – then the Lord formed man from the dust of the ground 

and breathed into his nostrils, the breath of life, and man became a living 

being.”  This is the second creation story in which woman is made 

from the rib of this first man as he is lonely and “it is not good that 

man should be alone” (2: 18). 

Today the weight of gender rests so heavily in this story that we 

sometimes fail to notice God’s creation of community, company and 

the need to participate, entwined into the beginning.  I wonder what 

this story tells us about what it is to be fully human?  Particular 

beginnings mark the trust of communal continuation.  The world is 

busy.  I wonder if we don’t all carry the longing for Eden.  What 

would you change back then and why? 

O God of “in the beginning”, in Your company and that of 

others we discover more fully who we are.  Preserve the core 

of Your identity which still breathes in us…Come, Lord 

Jesus, Come… 
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Wednesday 29 November 

Psalm 8:3-4 

3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 

    the moon and the stars that you have established; 

4 what are human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you care for 

them? 

“Human beings are not just atoms; we are not just matter. We are more than 

the stuff of which we are made, more than our economic production, our 

relationships, our biology, our psychology. We are image bearers who carry 

incredible value and significance—value so high that Jesus was willing to pay 

the price of his life to redeem and restore that broken image, that the mirror of 

our souls might be angled at him and reflect the True Image of God as it was 

intended: and that in so doing, we might be truly human” Andy Bannister 

Upon what does your 

identity rest? 

Open our eyes, Lord 

Jesus, to Your 

presence in each 

person we come 

across.  Keep us 

looking with 

gracious eyes as we 

remember that in 

You we live and 

breathe and have 

our being…Come 

Lord Jesus, Come. 

 

 

Join us Tomorrow eve at 6.30 -8 in the Hall : Advent Under 

Southern African Skies 
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Thursday 30 November  

(Advent Discussion in the Hall tonight: 6.30-8) 

Psalm 8: 5-6 

5 Yet you have made them a little lower than God,  

    and crowned them with glory and honour. 

6 You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; 

    you have put all things under their feet. 

My grandmother was an amateur dramatist so her speech was littered with 

quotations.  As she left the house she often said, “And now unto the breach, 

dear friends,” that well-known battle cry from Shakespeare’s Henry V.  Her 

other favourite was “All the world is queer save thee and me, and even thou 

art a little queer” (Robert Owen).  She had a wonderful sense of humour but a 

rather dim view of humanity.  It is hard not to.   Yet, this Psalm reminds us of 

what position we are given in creation. It reminds us how God trusts the best 

part of us.  Advent is a time of expectant hope. I am wondering about the 

“works of our hands” and the sanctity of what is beneath our feet. 

As we move, and do and be each day, guide the works of our hands 

and the tread of our feet.  As we embrace the fullness our humanity, 

keep us open to seeing Your work in the lives of others. Come, Lord 

Jesus, Come… 
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Friday 1 December 

International Aids Day 

2 Corinthians 5:13-16 

13 For if we are beside ourselves, it is for 

God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 

14 For the love of Christ urges us on, because 

we are convinced that one has died for all; 

therefore all have died. 15 And he died for all, 

so that those who live might live no longer for 

themselves, but for him who died and was 

raised for them. 16 From now on, therefore, 

we regard no one from a human point of 

view; even though we once knew Christ from 

a human point of view, we know him no 

longer in that way. 

Today is a day of compassion and unity, a 

day in which we show that hopeful possibility of what it is to stand together as 

humans bound in collective solidarity with suffering and the call of mercy. 

There is energy in being “beside ourselves for God.”  I don’t think we 

particularly like being beside ourselves.  It is uncomfortable, out of control, 

fraught with inner turmoil and yet Paul is saying regardless of the state of our 

inner life, Christ’s love lives there.   There is freedom in knowing our humanity 

resides in an identity far bigger than ourselves. 

O God, as we unite on this day of prayer for the victims, survivors, 

carers and families, all affected by AIDS, may we know Your birth, 

death and resurrection are a fulcrum of hope.  Come, Lord Jesus, 

Come… 

The Advent Meditations start tomorrow in the church (or Assisi room):  8.30 – 9.15.  

Come and be still before God. 
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  Saturday 2 December 

Advent Meditation this 
Morning in the Assisi Room – 

8.30 – 9.15. 

John 1:1-14  

1 In the beginning was the Word, 

and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God. 2 He was in 

the beginning with God. 3 All 

things came into being through 

him, and without him not one 

thing came into being. What has 

come into being 4 in him was life, 

and the life was 5 The light 

shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not overcome it.  

14 And the Word became flesh 

and lived among us, and we have 

seen his glory, the glory as of a 

father’s only son, full of grace and truth light of all people. 

We are back at in the beginning…Jesus present in the first creative impulse of 

time, awaiting that breakthrough moment of birth.  Knowing this is one of the 

things on which our faith pivots…does it seem possible to you that this birth 

we anticipate, the announcement of the coming that changes everything, 

comes as a gift “full of grace and truth” and “light for all people”? 

Who were you before you were born? 

O God:  Source of all Being, Eternal Word and Holy Spirit, take us 

back to the beginning of the love and grace, truth and light and hope 

you place at all our feet.  Come, Lord Jesus, Come  
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Sunday 3 December  

The First Sunday of Advent   

Guiding texts for today and this week:   

Isaiah 64:1-9, Psalm 80: 1-7, 17-19, I Corinthians 

1: 3-9, Mark 13: 24-37 

Advent Discussion: Thursday Evening 6.30- 8 in 

the Hall 

Advent Meditation: Saturday Morning 8.30-9.15 

 

Almighty Father, 

Your Son came to us in humility as our saviour 

and in the last day he will come again in glory as our judge: 

give us grace to turn away from darkness 

to the light of Christ 

that we will be ready to welcome him; 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

and ever 

Amen   
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Holy Birth 

“Story is the primary verbal means of bringing God’s Word to us…. Honest 

Stories respect our freedom: they don’t manipulate us, don’t force us, don’t 

distract us from life.  They bring us into the creative world in which God 

creates and saves and blesses.” Eugene Petersen, The Invitation 

Monday 4 December 

Advent is a call to watchfulness.  It 

is an invitation to be awake, to be 

ready and alert.  There is tension 

in this, but there is also 

expectation just as there is before 

a birth.  Who exactly is arriving? 

What does it mean? How do we 

wait for Holy Birth, a sacred 

arrival?  Respectfully, attentively, 

with uncertainty, a fear of 

inadequacy? 

Isaiah 64: 8, “Yet, O Lord, you are 

our Father, we are the clay, and you 

are our potter; we are the work of 

your hand.”  Perhaps we wait 

making space for the creativity of 

God to fashion our lives more 

completely.  What would it take 

for this to happen more 

completely in your own life? 

Creator God, keep us attentive to your Holy Spirit fashioning in our lives as we 

make space for Your coming.  Come, Lord Jesus, Come... 
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Tuesday 5 December 

Psalm 80 (The Message) 

God, come back! 

    Smile your blessing smile: 

    That will be our salvation. 

4-6 God, God-of-the-Angel-Armies, 

    how long will you smoulder like a sleeping 

volcano 

    while your people call for fire and 

brimstone? 

You put us on a diet of tears, 

    bucket after bucket of salty tears to drink. 

You make us look ridiculous to our friends; 

    our enemies poke fun day after day.  

God-of-the-Angel-Armies, come back! 

    Smile your blessing smile: 

        That will be our salvation. 

 

Waiting is rarely a pleasant business. Yet, our lives are shaped by the not quite 

yet: birthdays, seasons, rain, adulthood, holidays, Holy days…waiting on God, 

for God, for the 21 sleeps till Christmas?  For what do you wait?  A person, a 

happening, a deep unanswered hope?   

O God, how do we wait for You?  Guide and guard the integrity of our waiting 

with enough patience to keep us still and enough attention to notice Your ever 

presence.  Come, Lord Jesus. Come… 
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Wednesday 6 December 

Remember the Advent Discussion in the Hall tomorrow evening. All 
welcome 6.30-8. 

Mark 13: 8 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender 

and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near.” 

In the Southern Hemisphere, we await a summer birth: a date situated a few 

days beyond the middle of summer.   This has always made our celebrations 

seem distant from conifers, snowflakes and warmly dressed carol singers.  We 

don’t await a white Christmas, but we do await a birth as present to us as fever 

trees, late afternoon storms and summer fruit.   While traditions keep us 

anchored in times of celebration, they are not the end in themselves but a 

preparation for the ever-arriving presence of Christ 

 

  

 

In preparing for Your arrival, let there always be space for more than we expect 

from a birth we think we know but often don’t know at all.  Come, Lord Jesus, 

Come… 
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Thursday 7 December  

Advent Discussion in the Hall tonight: 6.30-8 

Maggi Dawn says in her book 

Beginnings and Endings, “The human 

search for beginnings is much bigger 

than a desire for information, and a 

religious account is not a soft option 

for those who cannot cope with 

science.  It’s a different kind of 

search all together.”  

When St Francis supposedly 

recreated the Nativity scene, his aim 

was to open the eyes of those 

around him to the simplicity and 

humility of the circumstances in 

which Christ came to “dwell among 

us.”  Sadly, as with every age, his 

time was rife with overt signs of 

impressing the neighbours and having street credibility.  Beginnings 

place accumulation into an insignificant category.   What beginning 

do you long for? 

In you, there is always hope of being new, seeing the unexpected and 

glorifying the ordinary. Come Lord Jesus, Come… 
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Friday 8 December  

(Advent Meditation tomorrow at 8.30 in the church) 

Mark 13:37. “ And what I say to you I say to you all: Keep awake.” 

 

Mark is the shortest and most direct Gospel.   Words are scarce and 

sentiments direct.  It is as if the author is saying, “Listen and attend to this 

truth. Hurry Up!”  In some ways, it is my least favourite Gospel. I think I prefer 

the extra detail and yet the action and energy of Mark always wakens me to 

the essential and urgent message of Christ’s coming.  Perhaps reread this 

confident and bold Gospel this week.  It speaks as if it were right now Christ’s 

coming and our need to be ever ready to receive Him. 

For what do I wait, Lord Jesus?   For what do You wait for in me? Keep me 

awake so that I connect those answers. Come Lord, Jesus, Come  
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Saturday 9 December 2017 

Advent meditation at 8.30-9.15 in the Church this morning. 

 1 Corinthians 1: 7-9 (The 

Message), “ Just think—you 

don’t need a thing, you’ve got it 

all! All God’s gifts are right in 

front of you as you wait 

expectantly for our Master Jesus 

to arrive on the scene for the 

Finale. And not only that, but 

God himself is right alongside to 

keep you steady and on track 

until things are all wrapped up 

by Jesus. God, who got you 

started in this spiritual 

adventure, shares with us the 

life of his Son and our Master 

Jesus. He will never give up on 

you. Never forget that.” 

Advent is an interesting time of remembering that we have arrived in 

one way in our faith but we ever await further arrival: a knowing of 

more, an opening of another door, releasing a window catch so that 

we wonder at the unfolding nature of creation at work in and all 

around us.   Paul encourages and reminds us to remember this and 

live this truth more completely over and over again. 

As we consider the gifts that we hope for, the gifts we give that are 

hoped for, help us, O God, to root our giving in the generosity of your 

ever imminent coming. Come, Lord Jesus, Come… 
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Sunday 10 December   

2nd Sunday of Advent 

Guiding readings for today and this week:  

Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85: 1-2, 8-13; 2 Peter 

3: 8- 15a; Mark 1: 1-18  

Advent Discussion on Thursday in the 

Hall: 6.30-8 

Advent Meditation in the Church or 

Assisi room on Saturday: 8.30-9.15 

 

God of timeless grace, 

you fill us with joyful expectation: 

make us ready for the message that prepares the way 

so that with 

uprightness of heart 

and holy joy 

we may eagerly 

await the kingdom of 

your Son, Jesus 

Christ: 

who lives and reigns 

with you and the 

Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen 
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Holy Love 

The Bible “doesn’t present us with a moral code and tell us, “Live up to this”: 

nor does it set out a system of doctrine and say, “Think like this and you will 

live well.  The biblical way is to tell a story and, in the telling, to invite us to 

“Live in to this.” Eugene Petersen in The Invitation  

Monday 11 December 

Isaiah 40:3-5 New Revised Standard Version  

3 A voice cries out: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of 

the Lord, 

    make straight in the desert a highway 

for our God. 

4 Every valley shall be lifted up, 

    and every mountain and hill be made 

low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 

    and the rough places a plain. 

5 Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 

    and all people shall see it together, 

    for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 

One of the truths about the Love of God and its more complete revelation and 

discovery is that we place its call ever before us with intention and 

expectation.  This well-known passage from Isaiah is a call for us to release the 

difficulties and challenges of our lives to God.  When we do this, at our very 

foundation we are open to knowing Him.  Divine and human love interact, but 

God’s love always precedes and, when we are able to know this, we create 

Holy Connections. Unity and the revelation of God’s glory are then possible.  

O God, together we await Your coming. Honour the preparation of our spirits in 

this time of waiting with the coming of Your Love into what we believe to be 

the unworthy places of our lives.   Come, Lord, Jesus Come.  
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Tuesday 12 December  

Isaiah 40:6-8 

6 A voice says, “Cry out!” 

    And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

All people are grass, 

    their constancy is like the flower of the field. 

7 The grass withers, the flower fades, 

    when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 

    surely the people are grass. 

8 The grass withers, the flower fades; 

    but the word of our God will stand forever. 

Worldly love can be fickle.  We long for its permanence but find the roots of 

our love and that of others sometimes anchored in different places of 

understanding.   Love is at the basis of our Christmas celebration.  Even our 

shopping malls recognise and exploit it.  We are longing to share and receive 

real, strong, steadfast ever-after love.  In Advent, we seek this, knowing, like 

John the Baptist 

that we await the 

coming of One 

who will “feed his 

flock like a 

shepherd: he will 

gather the lambs 

in his arms, and 

carry them in his 

bosom, and 

gently lead the 

mother sheep.” 

(Isaiah 40:11) 

God, source of love and grace, what is this love that broke through at Your 

birth?  Keep us seeking that answer.  Come, Lord Jesus, Come… 
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Wednesday 13 December  

Advent Discussion tomorrow eve in the Hall – 6.30-8  

“Let me hear what the Lord would speak…”  (Psalm 85:8a).  I spent 

many years longing for a detailed letter from God, carefully directing 

my pathway in His service.   Of course, I knew this was unlikely, but I 

used to imagine the letter lying on my bed one morning, written in 

God’s fair hand with His ancient sealing wax stamp of approval.  The 

longing had merit, but the expectation was dubious.  I think faith 

asks us to be open to the breakthrough Holy moments of every day, 

living with an expectation that Love, like a divine script, holds it all 

together. 

God of Surprises, direct our doing, being and belonging with seeing 

that rests in the simplicity of Your birth. Come Lord Jesus, Come…  

 

 

 

 



22 
 

Thursday 14 December 

Advent Discussion tonight in the Hall, 6.30-8 

I am not sure that, in our sanitised times, we 

would have liked John the Baptist - a fierce and 

driven man in scratchy clothes, with a peculiar 

diet and future focused outlook.   We get hints of 

him in Elizabeth’s womb, Zachariah’s silence and 

his keen sense of purpose in announcing Jesus. 

John knows the love, hope and transformation the 

coming of Jesus will mean and he shares this with singular purpose.  

Like John, we are all conduits of what it is to live lives that point to a 

Love that is both within us and more than us in the coming of the 

Kingdom of God.  

Keep us faithful, like John the Baptist, in the willingness to place first 

what it means that you came …Come Lord, Jesus Come 
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Friday 15 December 2017 

Advent Morning Meditation Tomorrow in the Church  

8.30 to 9.15 

Perhaps you will eat 

fish tonight?   This 

largely Catholic 

practice is less 

prevalent nowadays, 

but it has merit.  

Physical disciplines, 

like fasting, giving up 

things, being in 

solitude, are there, if 

we let them, to 

remind us to turn our 

attention to God.    In 

absence, we await Divine presence…a Holy arrival waits to 

come afresh into our hearts and into our world so hungry for 

the love and perspective of God.  “Therefore, beloved, while 

you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him 

at peace, without spot of blemish: and regard the patience of 

our Lord as Salvation” (2 Peter 3: 8-15). 

God of great Generosity, what would you have us surrender 

so that we know more completely, Come Lord Jesus, Come 
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Saturday 16 December 

Day of Reconciliation 

Advent Meditation in the Church this morning: 8.30 – 9.15 

One Service tomorrow: 8.30 

2 Peter 3:11-13  

11 Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought 

you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening[a] 

the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and 

dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? 13 But, in accordance with his 

promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. 

Advent has both a personal and universal aspect…a private letter for each us, 

as well as a very public letter for the world.  The world seems to be in an 

overwhelmingly challenging place with displaced and lonely people, puffed up 

leaders with dark secrets in scant cupboards. What do we do with this? How 

do we keep hope and love alive?  Again and again, the Word of God reminds us 

that the goings on around us are likely to be at odds with God’s invitation.   Do 

you 

remember in 

Joshua’s 

story he says, 

“Choose this 

day whom 

you will 

serve, 

whether the 

God’s your 

ancestors 

served in 

Egypt: but as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord”? 

As we wait and pray and think, Lord, guide us to live in the world as 

Your people anchored in a Love that includes everyone but rests in 

faith “for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at 

home.” Come, Lord Jesus, Come… 
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Sunday 17 December (8.30 Service) 

 3rd Sunday of Advent 

Guiding Readings for today and this week: 

Reminders: Thursday evening discussion 6.30 - 8 in the Hall, 

Saturday Meditation 8.30 – 9.15 in the Church 

God of hope and joy, 

you sent John the Baptist to announce 

the coming of your Son: 

Inspire all who serve in your Church; 

to prepare for his coming again:  

through the same Jesus Christ our Lord 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen 
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Holy Surrender 

“One of the characteristic marks of the biblical 

storytellers is a certain reticence.  There’s an austere, 

spare quality to their stories.  They don’t tell us too 

much.  They leave a lot of blanks in the narration, an 

implicit invitation to enter the story ourselves, just as 

we are, and to discover for ourselves how to fit in.”  

Eugene Petersen in The Invitation 
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Monday 18 December  

We start our working week with Paul’s exhortation from Thessalonians 5, “16 

Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this 

is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not 

despise the words of prophets, 21 but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 22 

abstain from every form of evil.” 

What does it mean to pray without ceasing?  There have been many answers 

given over the centuries, but increasingly I wonder if it isn’t an invitation to 

bring every aspect of who we are and what we do and how we relate to 

others, into the presence of God?  The move is away from an everyday versus a 

God life or perhaps a weekday life versus a Sunday life.  At its core Holy 

surrender insists on the transparency and openness required to bring our 

whole lives before God, even the dark and dreaded parts.  

God of love and grace, we want to be courageous in opening ourselves more 

completely to you.  Show us what we need to let go of in order to become more 

completely yours.  Come, Lord Jesus, Come 
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Tuesday 19 December  

Isaiah is probably the best-known prophet.  His words speak with conviction, 

hope, poetry and a deep understanding of what it is to be in exile from 

ourselves, the world in which we live and the patterns which unfold around us.  

One of the prayers I hear frequently in our church and in others is that the 

prophetic voice would return to our communities and our land, to bring light, 

courage and trustworthy leadership.  Prophets are often not popular people 

and yet we long for and need their voice.  As we wait, pray for the qualities you 

long for in leaders in all spheres of influence.  Pray even for leadership roles 

within your own family, regardless of size and extension and pray for yourself. 

Isaiah 61:1-3 (NRSV) 

61 The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 

    because the Lord has anointed me; 

he has sent me to bring good news to the 

oppressed, 

    to bind up the broken-hearted,  

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

    and release to the prisoners; 

2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, 

    and the day of vengeance of our God; 

    to comfort all who mourn; 

3 to provide for those who mourn in 

Zion— 

    to give them a garland instead of 

ashes, 

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

    the mantle of praise instead of a 

faint spirit. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

    the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 

Come, Lord Jesus, Come 
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Wednesday 20 December  

Advent Discussion tomorrow in the Hall tomorrow– 6.30 - 8 – All 

welcome! 

It is only 5 more sleeps until we awake to Christmas morning.  There 

is joy in this, perhaps there is also some relief.  The waiting is nearly 

over!  In order for arrival to mean something, departure must too.   

As we await Holy Birth, so we know the shadow of Holy Death:   

Christ has died, Christ is Risen, Christ will Come again.    In a moment 

of quiet today, consider a nursery awaiting a Holy birth…you know 

the Bible stories…what preparations do you need to make in this 

space to ready it for a sacred arrival?   

Prepare the rooms of our lives and hearts in order to fully know more 

completely what Your coming means.   Come, Lord Jesus, Come 
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Thursday 21 December  

Advent Discussion in the hall 6.30- 8 

John 1:14 (The Message) 

The Word became flesh and blood, 

    and moved into the neighbourhood. 

We saw the glory with our own eyes, 

    the one-of-a-kind glory, 

    like Father, like Son, 

Generous inside and out, 

    true from start to finish. 

John’s Gospel allows Jesus to be born 

into the fullness of becoming.  He is not a 

babe in arms but a breakthrough 

realisation of God, come to stay for a 

time so that we will live in an ever-

altered reality.  As we grow in faith 

knowing faith to be “the substance of 

things hoped for, the evidence of things 

not seen" (Hebrews 11: 1), so we need to 

let go of the need to rationalise and 

define not so we are content with 

knowing less, but so we are able to know more.  “For who has known the mind 

of the Lord?    Or who has been his counsellor?” (Romans 11:34) asks Paul of 

us…we need to surrender knowing rationally in order to understand more 

completely spiritually. 

God of all things, thank you that we see only partially.  Keep our knowing 

humble and ready to surrender to your ongoing revelation in our life.   Come, 

Lord Jesus, Come 
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Friday 22 December 

Advent Meditation tomorrow morning in the church: 8.30 -

9.15 and Carol Service at 6 tomorrow eve. 

John 1:24-28 (NRSV) 

24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25 They asked him, 

“Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor 

Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize with 

water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27 the one who 

is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 

28 This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was 

baptizing. 

We like to define things: make them about what we know so we can 

understand and feel comfortable again.  Faith rarely operates like this.  More 

often than not, faith grows when we are ready to let go of things being the way 

they always have been, and being open to the possibility of new ways of 

seeing.  Faith grows in the fertile soil of uncertainty.  Advent is an 

extraordinary expression of this truth.  We don’t wait for a sweet baby to be 

externally born each year into a first birthday party, but we wait for a coming 

the implications of which we are still open to realising more completely each 

day. 

Open the ears of our heart, Lord, as we look forward to you birthing a future 

that we still don’t yet know. Come, Lord Jesus, Come… 
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Saturday 23 December  

Final Advent Meditation in 

the church: 8.30- 9.15 

Carol Service at 6 

Luke 1: 38, “Then Mary said, 

“Here am I, the servant of the 

Lord: let it be with me 

according to your word.”  

Then the angel departed from 

her.” 

As the fourth Sunday of Advent 

and Christmas Day are so close 

this year, we cannot forget Mary’s 

faith that is the catalyst of this 

birth.  Mary says yes, and we live in a world forever changed by this assent.  

What if she had said no?  Maybe the angel had tried other women and they 

had not agreed?  We do not know beyond the fact that Mary agreed to an 

unwanted pregnancy before her marriage to a man who might still reject her 

was formalised.   Part of faith must always be about letting go: letting go of 

always knowing the outcome and certainty of result.  In a very real sense, faith 

is about realising we are not in control.  By faith we live in the bigger reality of 

a God who is always inviting His love more completely. 

We end with Paul’s closing prayer from 1 Thessalonians, “May God himself, the 

God who makes everything holy and whole, make you holy and whole, put you 

together—spirit, soul, and body—and keep you fit for the coming of our 

Master, Jesus Christ. The One who called you is completely dependable. If he 

said it, he’ll do it!”  (The Message)  

Come, Lord Jesus, Come… 
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Sunday 24 December (8.30 Service) 

Crib Service at 5 pm, The Christ Mass at 11 pm 

4th Sunday of Advent 

Guiding Readings: 2 Samuel 7: 1-11, 16, Psalm 89: 1-4, 19-27, Romans 16:25-

27, Luke 1 26 -38  

God of Elizabeth and Mary: 

Make our hearts leap with joy, 

Fill our mouths with songs of praise and 

make us ready to welcome the  

Christ in our midst: 

Who is alive and reigns with you and  

The Holy Spirit 

One God in glory everlasting 

Amen 

Please join us tomorrow morning at 8.30 

as we celebrate together the coming of 
Jesus. 

A closing thought… 

“Jesus doesn’t ask us to sweep out our 

lives before he will be born to us. He asks that we find whatever space we can, 

and do not delay, because his birth (and our rebirth) is imminent.  He doesn’t 

wait for a rapturous and well-prepared welcome.   He won’t turn down our 

humble, imperfect and perhaps even slightly grudging invitation.  He doesn’t 

ask for satin and velvet, diamonds and Dom Perignon.  He’ll be born whatever. 

All You have to do is make space for Him.” Maggi Dawn. 

May this birth come with the joy and intimacy of knowing the hope and 

wholeness that comes in belonging more completely to One who longs to 

belong more completely to us. May God bless and be with you and all those 

whom you love and who love you. Come, Lord Jesus…we welcome You. 
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For your notes and thoughts…  
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A labyrinth is not a maze…if you follow the pathway, you will 

find your way to the centre and out again.   You might like to 

travel this labyrinth with your finger tip this Advent as you 

pray and anticipate scared becoming. 

 

 


