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Celebrating strong fellowship
and an inclusive community
This edition of The Franciscan covers a selection of the main events in the history of St Francis of Assisi, Parkview,
forming the foundation for the ongoing ministry. The past has ebbed and flowed, but as we celebrate 90 years, St
Francis looks forward with confidence as its witness to an even wider community continues. The article that follows
is an edited and updated version of what the then church wardens, Cally Tuckey, Theo Coggin and Eddie Jooste, prepared as an outline for the Bishop of Johannesburg as the search for a new Rector began.

The history of St Francis of Assisi
goes back to 1922 when it was established as a chapelry of St George's,
Parktown. Five years later, in 1927,
it became a fully fledged Parish. It
has been served by several rectors
during the years, some of whom have
stayed for lengthy periods of time.
The membership of the Parish
is increasingly diverse. Each Sunday
sees a vibrant time of worship with
anywhere between 120 and 200 people at two regular services – 7:30 am
and 9:30 am, with joint services for
special occasions. The 7:30 a.m. service is a said mass, whereas the 9:30
a.m. service is mainly a sung mass
with a diverse attendance.
There is steady growth in the
parish with its membership coming
from many suburbs in and around
Johannesburg. At the 9:30 am ser-

vice an active youth ministry is offered. “Rock 'n Roll” is the name
given to the youth ministry at this
service and takes the form of Sunday
school classes and other appropriate
forms of worship and Christian education.
Parishioners clearly come
from all walks of life. It is a diverse
crowd that is held together by their
common commitment to Jesus
Christ, but whose gifts are called out,
and whose use in the parish is encouraged. These are people who
look for reason as well as faith as
they seek to express their Christian
commitment.
Apart from the fulltime Rector, there are three self-supporting
clergy – Canon Cynthia Botha, Rev
Dr Maria Frahm-Arp and Revd Diana Lawrenson – a youth pastor,

Yvette Angoma, an administrator,
Laurel Shiriyapenga, a caretaker,
Michael Motussi, a director of music, Ruth Coggin and a social worker, Eunice Mahlanga and charwoman Elisa Manana. The laity play critical roles in executive and many
voluntary capacities.
The over-arching feature of
the Parish, however, is its strong
sense of community and inclusive
nature. The spirit of fellowship that
has been created in the diverse
membership of the Parish has come
about by accepting people as they
are and addressing the context in
which we live and minister. Using
the illustration familiar in the computer world, Tim Gray, our immediate past Rector, described St Francis
To next page

April 1927

St Francis Timeline

Decision by Parkview residents
that they merit their own
Chapelry: Chapel Fund started

(Source: E Thurman and contemporary
parishioners)

Nov 1922

30 Sep 1922

Purchase of stands
193, 194, 195,196

Church hall foundation
stone laid by Bishop
Arthur Karney
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as “a 3G Parish”. He explained that
the Gs stood for a green church in
that St Francis sets out to be environmentally friendly, a Parish that is
gender sensitive and one that is gayfriendly.
In addition, the Parish is extremely open to accepting people
with disabilities, such as those who
may be mentally or intellectually
challenged. He concluded that we
could add a fourth G: we are a
church of the people of God. St
Francis has a clear culture that embraces
inclusivity
and
nonjudgementalism.
This has been accentuated by
initiatives of our current Rector,
Revd Paul Germond, who has championed the well-known idiom often
ascribed to Franciscans – “Living
simply so that others may simply
live”. This has been embodied in a
new logo devised this year to mark
the 90th anniversary.
Underlying all this is a strong
sense in the Parish that there is a
deep sense of ownership of the
church – “we are the church” – rather
than “the priest is the church”.
In all of this, our Rector holds
everything together, leading as it
were from behind; deepening and
growing people's faith but not micro
managing as people express their
gifts. In the way in which the rector

From youth
St Francis

and members of the staff set the
direction and boundaries for the
Parish, an overall sense of who we
are in Christ is given.
Pastoral care is exercised, as
one would expect, by our priests in
general and our Rector in particular.
In the spirit of the priesthood of all
believers, however, our lay ministers, and also
many of our
parishioners,
also minister
pastorally, often quietly and
in the background
but
with great effectiveness.
The executive of the
Parish - the
two
Church
Wardens and
the Alternate
(at
present
Theo Coggin,
Patience Dlamini and Mike
Honnet) - is
also committed
to the pastoral
care of the
priests who are
appointed
to
the Parish.
In brief,
St Francis Church hall, Parkview,
here are some
1927-1942
of the main

1923 Dec
Parkview Chapelry of
Parktown Parish
formed; led by Rev
Harold Franceys
Cranswick

–

Sept 1922
May 1923

Parkview Church Hall
built on Stand 193
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to social outreach,
Parish cares for all
ministries, outreaches and other initiatives - in no particular order - that
are at present active at St Francis:
*
Youth ministry: The participation of young people in the Parish
has been recognised as critical to its
growth. To this end, we have had a
part-time youth pastor for several
years and in 2015 appointed Yvette
Angoma in a full-time capacity. Our
objective is to grow our youth involvement over time. Yvette is also
one of the lay ministers and plays a
part in the various youth programmes of the diocese.
*
Music ministry: The appointment in 2013 of a part-time director
of music, Ruth Coggin, after she had
established and called into being a
choir in the Parish about three years
ago , has led to St Francis having an
active ministy.
*
Education: The Parish is well
resourced with a number of its members having some theological training - from subjects as diverse as
women, creation, communication,
and a theology of the environment to
the more traditional subjects. This

knowledge is shared in various
ways with the Parish. This includes
regular Bible Studies which occur
during the week under the guidance
of members of the laity. Special
programmes are held to coincide
with seasons such as Lent and Advent.
*
Spirituality: Meditation and
quiet, contemplative times are important in the life of the Parish, and
members are encouraged to be part
of opportunities presented in this
context. There is an active prayer
chain, and spiritual and pastoral
care is provided as part of this ministry in our chapel during every
service.
*
Social outreach initiatives:
Care for the homeless - A feeding
scheme runs every week during the
year when homeless people are
given peanut butter sandwiches at
noon on every weekday. The Parish
also has showers which can be used
by the homeless. During winter a
soup kitchen is held every weekday
evening and homeless folk are able
to come and receive a warm meal

at the beginning of a cold night. Various other ad hoc initiatives also
come into play from time to time,
such as the provision of blankets,
beanies, clothes, knitted items, shoes
and so on, or distributed to those in
need.
Social worker counselling – St Francis' part-time social worker provides
counselling on a wide variety of topics to those in need. She works in
partnership with the Jan Smuts Axis
of Churches. The counselling includes a wide variety of subjects,
such as providing advice related to
obtaining identity documents, dealing with xenophobic issues and the
demands made by foreigners, and a
host of other social issues.
Anglicare - there are three Anglicare
counsellors in the Parish and they
provide invaluable counselling to the
broad spectrum of membership, as
well as to others who come to the
Parish to seek counselling that they
are able to provide.
Vuleka School - A Vuleka pre-school
group runs from the hall, Monday to
Friday.
*
The environment: as one
would expect in a Parish whose Patron Saint is St Francis of Assisi, environmental issues and related topics
are of paramount importance. Reference is made to them in our preaching, our music, our work generally,
and in special services from time to
To next page

1929
Rectory, outbuildings,
small Chapel erected on
Stand 196 and hall
extended to Roscommon Rd

1927 May 2

1931 Oct – 1941

Request from Vestry to
form a separate Parish
of Parkview granted by
Bishop Bishop Karney

Revd Frederick Charles
Black served as Rector
1931-1941
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*
Ecumenism: The Jan Smuts Axis - a coalition of
churches of various denominations that are geographically adjacent to Jan Smuts Avenue - was established
during the apartheid years to meet the challenges of that
time. This grouping has continued, but its work and emphasis has changed somewhat over the years, and is
now focused primarily on providing an outreach to the
homeless and to those requiring advice and assistance of
a social nature.
*
ParkViews: Substantial reference is made to this
elsewhere in this publication - a forum, secular in nature, that presents the community with an opportunity to
hear speakers from different fields on a monthly basis.
*
Finance: there is a strong finance committee
which meets monthly. It is chaired by a senior group
executive of one of the major banks and takes its role of
stewardship extremely seriously.
*
Dedicated giving: the lion's share of our financial
well-being comes from dedicated giving and other
forms of pledges. An annual campaign stressing
the importance of Christians giving to the church
and its wider ministries takes place in the last quarter of each year.
* Fundraising: a wide variety of fundraising activities take place, ranging from music activities,
youth concerts, and an annual Golf Day, which is
now the major fundraising activity during the year.
Fundraising activities add to the fellowship enjoyed by members of the Parish and in attracting
non-parishioners to St Francis.
* The Parish council: all these ministries, committee and groups report to the Parish council which
means monthly under the chairpersonship of the
Rector. The churchwardens meet with the Rector,
generally once a week, to deal with day-to-day
matters between Council meetings. Once a year,
the Parish's equivalent of an “annual general meeting”, known as Vestry, meets, and reports to the
Diocese of Johannesburg.

From previous page

time. The latter includes our annual service of the Blessing of Animals. The Parish has an active eco-group that
constantly seeks ways and means of promoting the environment in the church complex and elsewhere. This also
includes special weekends in which Parishioners are
invited to visit wilderness-type venues, and day-long
trips to such places.
*
Communication: an active communication group
exists, responsible for an interactive website and Facebook page, revising the Parish roll in a digital format,
overseeing the publication of our quarterly newsletter,
The Franciscan, and improving and/or introducing any
number of media platforms that can contribute to the
ministry of St Francis.

We would like to congratulate you on
celebrating your 90th anniversary. Our
common ministry on issues of compassion and justice has been a good witness to our ecumenical fellowship.
You will all be in our thoughts and
prayers as you celebrate such a wonderful milestone. We wish you God’s
richest blessings for your continued
presence in Parkview for the next 90
years, and beyond.
- Revd Vusi Vilakati and Parktown
North Methodist Church

1945—1949

4 Oct 1942,

Rev A Spencer Watson
served as Rector

Dedication of Church
by Bishop Clayton

East Window donated
in memory of those
fallen in World War
II

25 April
1942

April 1945
Parkview Branch of
Mothers Union established

Church foundation stone laid
by Bishop Geoffrey Clayton
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St Francis gets a new logo
on its 90th anniversary
St Francis has a new logo—introduced to coincide with its 90th anniversary.
The logo, pictured left, combines all the
elements which St Francis Parish holds dear.
The round shape depicts not only the roundness of the world in which we minister, but
also the circle of life. The colours of blue and
green are those most frequently associated
with the natural world, and this is emphasised
by the choice of a bird which represents St
Francis’ love of birds and animals.
A map of Africa, which encompasses a
zebra skin, underlines our presence on this
continent and commitment to the love of indigenous flora and fauna.
The logo will begin to be used on St
Francis’ communication material. Its design
was donated in part by Quo Vadis Communications.

Pew
leaflet,
1957

Dec 1950

1950
June 1953

West extension of the hall
completed
Inauguration of first Direct
Giving scheme
Building loan repaid

Arrival of Frank
Gordon Clark
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Works of art create
beauty at St Francis
The generosity of parishioners over many
decades has ensured that the spirituality and
beauty of our church are enhanced by works
of art.
St Francis is well known for its stained
glass windows.
The rose window (pictured right) was
erected in about 1949. It is “dedicated by
sorrowing mothers in memory of the sons of
Parkview who lost their lives in war”
between 1939 – 1945.
The Resurrection Window (west wall)
was dedicated in March 1961. It is a gift
from many parishioners in memory of
friends and relatives.
Several other stained glass windows
were donated to St Francis in memory of
loved ones between 1964 and 1976.
The Cecil Skotnes Stations of the
Cross woodcuts (below) hang on the walls of
the church. These woodcuts were created in
the same vein as his 1983 woodblock
Stations of the Cross in St Mary's Cathedral,
Johannesburg. Parishioners donated funds
for the framing of each woodcut.

St Francis Day, 4
October 1959
(The new church consecrated by Bishop
Ambrose; included vault for cremation
ashes under the sanctuary; sermon to
the birds panel in the external alcove
on the west wall.

April 1956
Council approval
of plans for enlargement of
Church

8 December
1957
Enlarged Church
opened by Bishop
Ambrose
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Revd Dr Maria Frahm-Arp looks back on.....

come more engaged in the church
and making church a “ministry of all
believers”.
This was also a time in which
the ordination of women became a
serious debate and Ted Smithers
asked me, then in my late teens, to
become involved in the diocesan discussions about this.
In the early 1990s, Revd
the second, a said Eucharist was at
8 am, the third was a sung Eucha- Tshepo joined our parish as a deacon
rist at 10 am and at 3 pm there was and then assistant priest. St Francis
a vernacular service primarily for was one of the first “white” parishes
to agree to have a black priest. In the
the domestic workers in the area.
Singing in the choir meant last years of apartheid Tshepo was
that, from the age of eleven, I was ordained at Holy Cross in Soweto.
At the time white people did
in church, not Sunday school and it
not go to Soweto
was here
and there was a
that I deheated
debate
veloped a
“From singing in the choir,
about the safety of
love for the
I learnt the meditative nature our congregation
Anglican
going there to be
liturgy. In
of liturgy”
part of Tshepo’s
the repetiordination service.
tion of the
sung Eucharist - in the time of Fa- Finally a group of us agreed to
ther Williams it was in Latin and “make the dangerous trip” when I
then later in English - I learnt to volunteered to take people in our
appreciate the meditative nature of families microbus. The feeling was
saying or singing the same prayers that “God would surely protect us
from any danger”.
over and over again.
There might be much wrong
Once Father Williams retired, Revd Ted Smithers became with our society today, but the fact
our Rector and the church became that we are now really a ministry of
more low church, especially as we all believers in which men and wombegan to engage in the “renew pro- en, black and white, straight and gay
gramme” – an evangelical outreach are all included, is something to celecentered on helping the laity be- brate.

A past of racial fear and
hot debate about women priests
In the summer of 1983/4, when I
was 10 years old, my family moved
from the sleepy town of Pietermaritzburg to the fast paced city of Johannesburg. We tried a few of the
churches in the area and quickly decided to join St Francis because it
was so warm and welcoming.
At the time Father Williams
was the Rector and Father Trathan
the self-supporting assistant Priest.
From their titles you can hear that it
was a high Anglican church. After a
brief spell in Sunday school, my
friends at Parkview Senior school
invited me to join them in the St
Francis choir.
In those days choir members,
almost all children and teenagers,
were paid R2.50 a month. We had
to attend practices twice a week
from 17:30 to 18:30, and on Sundays
we had to be at church at least forty
minutes before the service to warm
up our voices. Each week we sang
at the 10am sung Eucharist. This
was the third of four services that
were held every Sunday. The first,
Morning Prayer was said at 7 am,

March 1961
Resurrection window
(west wall) was
dedicated; given by
many parishioners in
memory of friends and
relatives

1960
Donation of
stained glass
window

January 1964
Dedicated giving
introduced

1964- 1966
Twin stained glass
windows in memory
of Mr and Miss Webb
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Kiaat bench brings back fond memories for donors
The sturdy kiaat bench at St Francis
depicts portraits of Shadrach,
Meshach and Abednego, the three
men in the fiery furnace (Daniel
Chapters 1-3).
John Baloyi (1964—2006)
was a leading sculptor in Limpopo,
tragically killed in a car crash.

The 400cm-long bench made of
kiaat was acquired by Jillian and
Nigel Carman from Stefan Kramer
in October 2006, at the time of a
retrospective exhibition of Baloyi’s
work at the Goethe Institute,
Johannesburg. Baloyi has major
pieces at the Constitutional Court

The Crucifix above the altar
(left) was donated in memory of
R B Hagart by members of his
family. It stands above the
kiaat reredos (the ornamental
screen covering the wall behind
the altar). The reredos itself
was a thanks offering in 1947
for those men who returned
safely from World War II.

(the gigantic Godzilla) and on Wits
Education Campus.
The bench was donated by
Jillian and Nigel Carman in memory
of their fathers, Charles Barry (1921
-1992) and Dean Carman (19182001).
The gift was noted in the
Council minutes of 24 October
2006. It is meant to stand in the
memorial garden, but was rather
unstable, hence it was moved to its
current temporary location.
The plan is to re-treat it with
protective wood paint and return it
to the garden on some stabilising
blocks, and to have a memorial
plaque.
The bench has affectionate
memories for Jillian, whose father
used to greatly amuse his children
by referring to “shake-your-bed,
make-your-bed, and to-bed-you-go”.

1973
The Franciscan registered
as a magazine
Jan Smuts Axis idea
initiated by RC Community
at the Grail

1970
New liturgy provisionally adopted
for a two year experiment

31July 1972
Official retirement
of Father Frank
Clarke

Chest storing altar frontals
installed, in memory of Mrs
Smithers
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Faith of our forbears bids
us be true to our Lord
Molly Lardner-Burke reminisces
I was a boarder at St Winifred’s
School which moved from Yeoville
to Selkirk Road, Parkview 1924
(where the Coptic Church is now).
As a rule we were sent by tram
along Lower Park Drive and up the
Zoo hill to attend the Sunday service
at St George’s because the 8.00 am
service in the Parkview Hall was a
eucharist with no music.
On the first Sunday of the
month we walked up Roscommon
Road to the 9.30 sung eucharist celebrated by the Revd Harold Cranswick from St George’s, who arrived
by Harley-Davidson motor cycle
with a sidecar. He was unmarried at
the time!
We entered through the door
off Roscommon Rd as the present
north end beyond the arch and the
porch on the west were only added
later. Matting was laid on the hall
floor and two sets of stairs with
handrails were put together in front
of the stage, leading up to the altar,
which was normally screened off
during the week.

Having been wounded in
World War I, Father Cranswick
seemed a little unsteady on his legs,
and we anxiously watched as he
mounted the steps carrying the
chalice – but there was never a mishap. I don’t remember any servers
assisting.
I was confirmed at St
George’s, Parktown on 1 November

1925. In 1927, when Fr Ramsden of
the Community of the Resurrection
was appointed to the new Parish of
Parkview, he gave it the name of St
Francis. From then on we had a
weekly 9.30 am eucharist with a piano and hymns. He was a very forthright man.
At that stage there were very
few houses to the west of Wicklow
Avenue, with the original home of
the owner of the estate being the castellated stone house in Kilkenny Rd.
The golf clubhouse was up towards
the south end of the course and it
was a while afterwards that the road
through to Greenside was constructed and the clubhouse relocated there.
I left school in 1929 and only
returned to St Francis after I retired
from my nursing career.

Detail from the AIDS altar cloth.

3 January
1973

November 1979
Columbarium in Crypt
consecrated by Bishop
Stanage

Induction of Revd
Brian Williams

Easter 1974

April 1976

New hall, named in memory of
Revd Frank Clarke, opened by
bishop

9.30 service of
Mattins replaced by a
Eucharist Sermons to
the Birds restored

First woman warden – Mrs
Rene Waddell - elected
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A church that resounds
with music and song
By Ruth Coggin
Director of Music
St Francis has a strong music
tradition that stretches back many
years and is today expressed in a
vibrant and energetic music ministry.
Although there have been
many choirs at St Francis over the
years, detailed information is not
available in the church’s archives.
However, they do contain
details of a very active boys’ choir,
later expanded to include girl
choristers, which provided the
musical backdrop to services in the
1970s and 1980s. At its helm was the
well-known organist and choir
leader, Nicholas Head.
When he left for Cape Town,
his place was filled by
Grant
Hutchinson, a student and organist.
Father Williams thought himself
lucky to find Grant at such short
notice. However, his’s joy at his find
proved itself short-lived. Mr.
Hutchinson’s sojourn proved all to
brief when he left on military
service. Once again, St. Francis of
Assisi Parkview found itself without
a choirmaster and organist.
Roland
Solomon,
ex-

choirmaster at the Catholic
Cathedral in Bloemfontein, became
the next choirmaster at St. Francis.
Under his direction, the
choir expanded to include boys and
girls, where previously, there only
were boy choristers.
The choir grew from an
initial four boy choristers to its end
-of-year complement of seventeen
voices: ten sopranos, three altos,
two tenors and two basses, and
ranging in age from eight to twenty
-seven! The expanded choir was
now able to approach ambitious
works with increased confidence.
They performed four-part
works by such composers as

Gounod and Elgar. By the close of
the following year, 1982, the choir
had added four Mass Settings,
twelve English and Latin anthems
and motets to their repertoire.
Jumping ahead to the early
2000s, the church once again found
itself without a choir until the
formation of the St Francis Singers
in 2013. This vibrant group of adult
singers has made a name for itself in
providing quality music for special
liturgical events throughout the year.
Its latest offering was a sung mass
on 24 September, during which the
choir sang the Mass of St Francis by
Phillip Green.
The music ministry is also
served by its beautiful pipe organ,
built in the English tradition, and a
magnificent Ritmuller grand piano,
purchased a few years ago to
augment the music outreach of St
Francis.

1982
St Francis celebrates
the 800th Birthday of
patronal saint, St
Francis

1981
Roland Soloman appointed
as choir master, growing
the choir to include a
full boys choir by 1982
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Joy as
St
Francis
young
people
commit
their
lives to
Christ

It was a joyful occasion in September when five young people from St Francis confirmed their commitment to Christ through a confirmation service. From left to right,
Michelle Stevens, Kiara Gregory, Shanae Stevens, Kelly Baker and Nick Whittaker are
congratulated by Father Paul Germond during a 9.30 service in September. Taryn
Shedlock and Amelia Mills (not in the photo) were also confirmed.

Youth ministry at St Francis has not always been the wonderful success story that it is today under the leadership of
our dynamic youth pastor, Yvette Angoma!
Father Brian Williams, who was the Rector in the 1970s, said about the youth church movement at the time,
“There was really no-one who could adequately guide it and lead it.”
There was minimal sustainable interest in the idea of a youth church at the time. Father Williams thought it
“eminently sensible” to re-absorb the youngest ones into the Sunday school structure, and to prepare the oldest for
entry into the body of the church as young
adults, through the Eucharist services. He closed the
Youth Church in 1982.

17 November
1989

1985

Rev Ted Smithers
instituted as new
Rector

Desmond Tutu
elected as
Bishop of
Johannesburg

September
1989

24 September
1989

Rectory refurbished

Rev Williams final
service
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Golf day finally
tees off in
perfect sunshine
The winners of the Golf Day were Luel Culwick,
Thato Ramagaga, Andrew Thompson, and Stuart
Rawlinson pictured here with Revd Cynthia Botha

It was a perfect winter’s day when the St Francis annual
golf day finally teed off at the Parkview Golf Course in
August, following its postponement earlier in the year due
to unseasonal stormy weather.
An almost full field enjoyed the warm sun as they

Turmoil in the Parish

Bishop Timothy Bavin (left) left
unexpectedly for Portsmouth, England
when the South African government
decided that he was no longer welcome
here because of his determined
opposition to apartheid. His departure
proved to be a great loss to the Diocese
of Johannesburg, to St Francis
Parkview and to the collective South
African conscience. His successor as
Bishop of Johannesburg was Desmond
Tutu (right).
Bishop Desmond’s open and courageous opposition to the apartheid
regime caused much angst among conservative parishioners, several of
whom withheld their monthly tithing contributions and then left the church
altogether in protest.

Oct 1992
Mrs Susan
Alexander ordained
Deacon

Jan 1991
Feb 1995

Branch of Vuleka
School established in
Parish Hall

Retirement of Rev
Smithers
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made their way around this beautiful
course.
Having
completed
their
rounds, the golfers gathered in the
club house for some much-needed
refreshments and to find out how
they had fared on the course.
First prize winners of smart
golf bags were Luel Culwick, Thato
Ramagaga, Andrew Thompson and
Stuart Rawlinson, while second
prize went to Bill Swailes, Ken Morgan, Neville Barber and Peter Owen
(pictured right with Revd Cynthia
Botha who presented the prizes).
Third and fourth prizes were
awarded to the teams of Laetia, Nola Hohan, Anne Vos and Bridget
Fury (right centre), and Eskie Soke,
Samuel Noinyane, Pule Ganyane
and Barney Ngale respectively.
The raffle winners were
drawn on Sunday 24 September after
the 9.30 service.
They were:
First prize of a week on the South
Coast: John Jenkins;
Second prize of an upholstered ottoman: Danny Kabongo;
Third prize of a bottle of Three
Ships whisky: Roman; and
Fourth prize of a bottle of J&B whisky: Lindo Mdlopane.

Aug 1997

May 1995

Revd Cynthia Botha
licensed as Asst
Priest

Revd Tim Gray
inducted as Rector
1995 - 2016

Jan 1996

Oct 1997

Garden of Remembrance
consecrated

70th anniversary celebration
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How ParkViews began
Towards the end of 2006, during “announcement time”
Jillian Carman was congratulated on the publishing of her
book on Mrs Florence Phillips, wife of mining magnate
Lionel Phillips, who was instrumental in starting the
Johannesburg art Gallery in Joubert Park.
At the same time it was announced that Graham Hall
had received an Honorary Doctorate for his research in
Astronomy at the JCE and Wits University and on education.
They were approached to do a presentation on their
subject matters. Jillian was the first presenter in Feb or March
2007. Initially it was mainly members of St Francis who
came to listen to the interesting talks but slowly word
travelled and now both speakers and audiences come from all
over Johannesburg.
The AIDS altar cloth (left)
and Lady Chapel embroideries were acquired in 2002 as
part of St Francis’s 75th anniversary. The Keiskamma
hangings were commissioned
to hang on the wall opposite
the entrance to the Ellis Herbert Hall. The hangings were
made by a poor community of
women who live in Hamburg
on the Keiskamma River,
Eastern Cape. The hangings
include inscriptions and the
names of those in whose
memory parishioners donated
money for their purchase.

2005
Ordination of Revd Dr
Liz Thomas

2002
Flower Festival as
part of the 75th
anniversary
celebrations.
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Bishop Steve highlights pressing
concerns in his letter from Synod
Dear Saints
It is with joy and thanksgiving
that I write to you following the successful conclusion of the 65th Synod of the
Diocese of Johannesburg.
Sunday 10th September saw Synod turn to consideration of motions
which have relevance to the world in
which we live, minister and witness.
These include a motion charging me to
immediately establish a Diocesan Gender Ministry which would operate in line
with the strategic goals of the provincial
gender desk which include combating
gender based violence, offering counselling and support, using inclusive language, raising awareness about human
sexuality, forming Church policy and
sourcing funding. A related motion was
one which highlighted the abuse of
women and children and its spirit and
detail will be considered by the Diocesan Gender Ministry which I will soon
call into being.
Youth development was another
motion which spoke to the contents of
my Charge, and Synod agreed to the reestablishment of a Diocesan Young People's Ministry which would look at inhouse training, organise potential opportunities for young people, and identify
skills development programmes to provide stabilisation for our youth as they
seek to use their skills for the betterment
of society.
It was also pleasing to see that

Synod once again recognised the importance of staying abreast of environmental issues and the need to protect
our heritage in this respect. African
indigenous spirituality and its impact on
our work as an Anglican Church, received attention, and Synod agreed that
a commission be established to examine
its impact and unintended consequences
on our Anglican churchpersonship.
A subject that will remain on the
agenda of the Anglican Church worldwide for the foreseeable future, that of
the LGBTIQ community, was one of
the last to be debated at Synod and stimulated deep and moving contributions.
Synod heard the need to give pastoral
care, which it had failed previously to
do, in ministering to Anglicans who are
members of this community. Synod
noted further that while dialogue had
occurred in many parts of the Diocese,
no formal guidelines existed to assist
LGBTIQ parishioners and clergy in
dealing with homophobia in the classroom and workplace, relationships, the
adoption of children, the death of a partner, and understanding a person's sexual
orientation. In the light of this, I have
been instructed as your Bishop to establish a task team that includes clergy and
laity from this community to provide
such guidelines that may be implemented both in our own Diocese and forwarded to the Synod of Bishops and the
Archbishop of Cape Town for broader

consideration. The motion was passed by
an overwhelming majority after an
amendment had been passed calling for
the development and provision of these
guidelines so that discrimination against
Parishioners who are LGBTIQ can be
eliminated and that such guidelines be
made available to those members who
are "in or intend on entering same sex
civil unions or civil marriage". Synod
emphasised that this was a motion that
dealt wholly with providing pastoral
support to this community.
In concluding, let me say that I
had a warm response to my Charge in
which I specifically charged all Parishes,
organisations and schools in the Diocese
of Johannesburg to implement at least
three of the issues I pointed out that need
addressing. One of these had to be the
issue of racism and others from which a
choice can be made by Parishes, schools
and organisations include the abuse of
women, human trafficking, the LGBTIQ
issue and marginalised groups, poverty,
and state capture. I have charged that I
receive an annual report on what work
has been done in these matters, at the
time of Vestry, and then also to the next
Diocesan Synod.
My dear fellow Anglicans, there
is much to do in the vineyard of our Lord
to bring about fresh ministries to once
again enliven our Church and its work
and our people.
Grace and peace to all. + Steve

2007
First ParkViews held
at St Francis with
Jillian Carman as the
first presenter.

2006
Keiskamma Hangings were
commissioned to hang on the wall
opposite the entrance to the Ellis
Herbert Hall
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Unique ethos needed in

By Mike Williams

informal Africa

Lightning

Gauteng is of course noted for the
violence of its thunderstorms, particularly in summer, so the September topic for ParkViews was of
special interest. The title of Ian
Jandrell’s talk was ‘How Lightning Forms – and Why it
Strikes’. Ian is Personal Professor and Dean of the Faculty
of Engineering and the Built Environment at Wits. He is also
a Member of the Scientific Committee of the International
Conference on Lightning Protection.
Lightning in Gauteng is of interest because it occurs
in an area of high density population, where there is also a
very large concentration of industry. This makes for a significant risk of injury and damage. Every lightning strike that
happens in South Africa is now recorded and measured. In
thunder clouds there is an invisible build-up of huge positive
and negative electrical charges, often with the positive
charges in the upper reaches of the cloud and the negative
charges in the lower. Once the negative charge leaves the
cloud, it creates its own direction. If it finds a path to the
ground then other chargers will follow. This creates the effect that to the naked eye appears as a flickering.
Only about 20 per cent of lightning charges actually
strike the ground. The other 80 per cent end up in the clouds.
The commonest form of lightning to reach the ground – referred to as ‘negative downward’ – will strike the tallest
object in the vicinity. Another form, though, the ‘positive
downward’, does not go for the tallest object.
The talk was illustrated with a combination of
graphics and some remarkable and very recent photographic
records taken in Johannesburg. This revealed that part of the
formation that is invisible to the human eye, thus following,
in slow motion, the unfolding of the lightning strike.
Ian also pointed to some of the myths and stories
associated with lightning, and occurring throughout the
world, and often based in part at least on fact. It is known,
for example, that being in a car is a very safe place in a thunderstorm, and it is assumed that it is the rubber tyres that
provided the protection. In fact it is the shell of metal that
makes up the body of the car that renders it a safe place.

strikes

By Mike Williams
Living and doing business in African marketplaces requires an
ethos uniquely suited to the informal, to the invisible, to the
intangible. In August, the ParkViews speaker was G.G. Alcock.
The title of his talk was ‘KasiNomics and the Third World
Child’.
GG has been at times a shebeen owner, a political activist, a community worker and an African adventurer. Fluent in
Zulu and conversant in a few other ethnic languages, GG is the
CEO, creative and strategy guru as well as founder of a marketing agency.
Neil and Creina Alcock, GG’s activist parents, raised
their two sons in a mud hut with no running water, electricity or
modern conveniences, in one of the most poverty-stricken and
violent parts of Kwazul Natal, Msinga. The boys learnt the essence of how to survive in a harsh world.
Some key cultural differences between black and white
South Africans were noted. GG pointed out that that white
South Africans tend to look to the future, rather than dwelling
on the past. In black South African culture the reverse holds
and if care is taken of the past then the future will take care of
itself. This helps to explain the significance of death and funerals in black culture.
Some striking instances were offered of the workings of
the informal black economy. GG described how he and his
brother were once out riding their bicycles near home when
they encountered a group of black women carrying large bags.
At first the women ran away, thinking the brothers were policemen: the bags were full of dagga from the local fields.
The women would get R5000 for each bag. In Johannesburg the bags would be worth R400 000 each. As GG wryly
pointed out, this particular industry would suffer badly if dagga
were to be legalised.
GG’s first book Third World Child: Born White, Zulu
Bred tells the journey of a third world tribal society learning to
embrace the twentieth century first world.

2012

June 2009

Ordination
of Revd Dr
Maria-FrahmArp

Yvette Angoma
(nee Wilson)
appointed Youth
Pastor

The Venerable Michelle
Pilet is the Archdeacon
who has oversight of St
Francis of Assisi Parish
in Parkview. She sent
special congratulations
to the Parish on its
90th anniversary.

2013
St Francis hosts
first annual golf
day
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Social outreach
continues unabated
Then.....

The St Francis archives suggest that, in spite of the unequal political and
social contexts of historical South Africa, our church was aware from an
early stage of the need to be inclusive and of help to those in need.
Church records indicate that “African Evensong” was started in 1942 and
evening classes from 1945. In 1962, the parish became involved with a
family centre at St Mary’s Church, Orlando, and a decade later formed a
partnership with St Francis Church, Moroka.
From 1971, the church hosted film evenings as entertainment for
local black people. Operation Relief was instituted by the Jan Smuts Axis
in 1990 to feed the homeless in the area. In spite of criticism and
opposition, St Francis provided accommodation for refugees from
violence in Alexandra for most of 1992.
Ablution facilities were set up on Church property in 1995; these
continue to be available for the use of homeless people.

Now....

Largely under the vision of Ann Pryor and Rev Susan Alexander, a soup
kitchen was started and runs each year from early May to the end of
August. Parishioners make peanut butter sandwiches and these
sandwiches are available at midday each weekday.
On 16 December each year, St Francis provides a substantial
Christmas lunch for anyone who would like to attend. Parishioners
donate and serve this lunch (see photos on the right).
The church also employs a social worker, Eunice Mahlangu.
Eunice gives advice, including reagrding practical issues such as
obtaining identity documents. In addition, she dispenses the clothes,
shoes and blankets donated to the Church.
Ann Pryor runs a home-based care course. Those who complete
the course acquire skills and the possibility of employment.

September 2017

October 2017

The first fun run held at the
Johannesburg Zoo takes place
to kick off the 90 year
celebration

Revd Diane Lawrenson
appointed as Deacon

2013-2015
Revd Jonathan
Meintjes
appointed

October 2016
Paul Germond inducted
as Rector
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Fun run gets 90th
celebrations off
in fine style
Johannesburg’s fine zoo was the venue for one of the first of the 90th anniversary celebrations on 16 September when it hosted the St Francis Fun
Run/Walk.
With an early start at 7.00 am, walkers and runners were able to get
some good times going in the fresh spring air. Those not so keen on either
activity enjoyed themselves by watching the others do all the hard work.
The team of Sharon Botha, Terri Miller, Nelissa Furuse and Warren
Malgas worked extremely hard to put the event together.
The winner was Jeff Stevens (below left), while Kyle Botha and his
best friend, Zayden Nagdee (bottom left) came second and third respectively.
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Above: The poster for the event. Below:
Runners get going, while parishioners
show off their medals at the end of the
race.

